
Challenge
T H E  A B S O L U T E  D R I V I N G  C H A L L E N G E

T
H
E

THE 2007-2008 ANNUAL



PROUD SPONSOR OF PDC



CONTENTS
About Us 04
Challenge Coordinator’s Message 05
2007 PDC Executive Council 05
President’s Report 06
2007 PDC Sponsors 09
2007 Events Report 11
2007 Driver Upgrades 12
CDI Report 14
Webmaster’s Report 15
2007 New Members 16

FEATURES
Our Journey with PDC - Father & Son Anthony & Kei Mak 24
Paul Ip - Asian Formula 3 Pacific Champion Q & A 30
Brake Sense Rob Boznik 32
Tips & Checks Phil Boznik 34
MANDARIN eh? Scott Lin 36
Do you know what is in your engine oil? Frank Micucci 39

IMPRESSIONS
2 or 4 wheels? Do it Right? Holly Suggitt 41
My Life at the Track Shane Waskiewich 42
What A I Doing Here? Don Scurlock 43
Life’s Hobby Jack Price 45
I thought I was FAST Terry Poirier 46
It’s Not What I Thought Randy Kostiuk 47
An Epic Experience Jonathan Wong 49
SOLD! Kai Wang 50
I Actually Won! Marlon Peng 52
Evolution of my Wheels Kevin Mlazgar 55
Crazy for Track Days Edwin Lee 56
I’m Not Invincible Jeff Corlett 58

 PDC | 3



ABOUT US

About Us

Performance Drivers Club (PDC) 
is a non-profit society formed 
in 1999 to promote and facili-
tate recreational motor sports 
through High Performance Driver 

Education (HPDE). Based in Vancouver BC, 
PDC is a member club of CACC (Confedera-
tion of Autosport Car Clubs, official sanction-
ing body of amateur mortor sports in BC), 
affiliate to ASN Canada FIA. 

PDC as a drivers club, welcome members 
with all makes of automobiles. The ability 
for PDC to operate as a club, to organize and 
host events is made possible with the gener-
ous support of its members and sponsors.

PDC HPDE events are designed to provide a 
safe and structured training environment for 
members to learn car control and advanced 
driving techniques coached by certified 
instructors. These events are formulated for 
participants to progressively improve their 
driving skills allowing graduation from novice 
to advance levels. 

PDC members are offered the opportunity 
to participate in HPDE events held at various 
race tracks across the Pacific Northwest. 
Events hosted by PDC or PDC’s affiliate host 
clubs are NOT racing, preparation for racing 
or competition of any kind.

PDC is proud to support the BC Rehab 

Foundation as our select charity organization. 
BC Rehab supports people with disabilities, 
majority of who are victims of auto accidents.

PDC is against all forms of street rac-
ing on public roads and believes the events 
offered provide a safe outlet to all who wish 
to explore performance driving. The cost of 
participation is less than a speeding ticket 
and the skill one acquires is priceless. Take it 
to the track…..
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2007 Executive Council & Challenge Coordinator’s Message

2007 
EXECUTIVE
COUNCIL
President Michael Provenzano
president@performancedriversclub.org

Vice-President Brian Yeung
vpresident@performancedriversclub.org

Secretary Paul Haym
secretary@performancedriversclub.org

Treasurer Anthony Mak
treasurer@performancedriversclub.org

Membership Registrar Edwin Lee
membership@performancedriversclub.org

Webmaster Paul Gaylie/Scott Johnson
web@performancedriversclub.org

Chief Driving Instructor Dennis Lee
cdi@performancedriversclub.org

Event Registrars Kai Wang/Brian Yeung
registrar@performancedriversclub.org

Event Directors Stephen Ho/Jonathan Suzuki
events@performancedriversclub.org

Tech Team Chairs  Rob & Phil Boznik
ttc@performancedriversclub.org

Sponsorship Manager Michael Lloyd
sponsor@performancedriversclub.org

Challenge Coordinator Justina Lee
challenge@performancedriversclub.org

2007 PDC EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

PAST PRESIDENTS

Dennis Lee 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003
Michael Lloyd 2004, 2005
Michael Provenzano 2006

The Challenge is PDC’s official publica-
tion. It is not for sale and not open to paid 
advertisers. All information published is the 
contributing authors’ opinions, ideas, and 
suggestions, technical or otherwise. They 
do not represent an endorsement by PDC’s 
directors, executive council or the club.

THE CHALLENGE

We all love to cross the finish line. Better yet be the FIRST to cross it. As all things 
evolve, so have we. In past years, PDC produced The Challenge publication quarterly 
but with the growth of the digital age, a bimonthly e-newsletter replaced it. This 
2007/2008 period sees the introduction of The Challenge as our first Annual publica-
tion and I am delighted to play a part in it.

Putting the Annual together was no mean task and some of you took extra effort 
throughout the year to capture the moments. Special recognition goes out to Kai 
Wang, Jonathan Suzuki and Goran Sreckovic for contributing the majority of the 
photos in this issue. Thank you to those who contributed articles and photos volun-
tarily and thank you too to those who were coerced, bribed or cajoled into making a 
contribution. 

Without the generous support from our Sponsors, this Annual would not have been 
possible so, a big thank-you to you all and also to our Sponsorship Manager, Mike 
Lloyd for harnessing in the support to the club. Taking the initiative as well is our 
dedicated Treasurer, Anthony Mak who was also very effective in procuring support to 
the club.

Performance Drivers Club is a non-profit society and many members unselfishly give 
their time to see to the success of the club. At the helm is our industrious President, 
Michael Provenzano who is always happy to hear from you on how to better it. 

At the end of 2007, PDC wraps up its eighth season and eagerly awaits the start of 
the next. As you flip through the pages of this Challenge, think of how you can be a 
part of it in the new season and have your moment showcased in our next Annual. 

I hope you all enjoy it!

Justina Lee
The Challenge Coordinator 

THE FINISH LINE...
CHALLENGE COORDINATOR’S MESSAGE

Justina Lee

Kai Wang Jonathan Suzuki Goran Sreckovic
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I first got involved in ‘high perfor-
mance driver (or driving) educa-
tion’ (HPDE) because I thought it 
might be a good way to have a bit 
of fun in my car. That was incor-

rect. It turned out that HPDE is a good 
way to have a whole lot of fun in my car! 
And now, after eight years of HPDE, I am 
still having a whole lot of fun.

I started my HPDE adventure in 1999, 
when a good friend asked if I would 
like to attend an HPDE event at Mission 
Raceway Park. I had previously taken 
two courses with ProFormance Racing 
and had enjoyed the one day courses 
very much. Since ProFormance was 
going to instruct at the event, I thought 
it might be fun. It was a whole lot of fun 
and, after two more events that year, I 
was hooked on HPDE. 

It seems quite a few other drivers 
became hooked that year too. Leading 
this group of happy drivers was Dennis 
Lee (currently our Club’s Chief Driv-
ing Instructor and, at that time, a well 
known Porsche HPDE instructor and 
enthusiast). Dennis had been running 
HPDE events for the Porsche Club of 

BC. When faced with dwindling numbers 
for the Porsche only events in 1998, a 
number of members of the motorsports 
community asked Dennis if he would 
lead an effort to run HPDE events at 
which a range of different cars could 
participate at the same time. Dennis 
took up the challenge and started to 
arrange an HPDE event for early 1999. 
He knew he would be able to attract the 

Porsche drivers that regularly attended 
HPDE events but attracting other driv-
ers turned out to be a bit of luck and 
a request to a third group that had not 
attended such events. 

Dennis was also a member of the BMW 
Club of BC. It did not run HPDE events. 
A few inquiries told him that many BMW 
owners were very interested in getting 
their cars on the track. The balance of 
the attendees was secured by a chance 
meeting at a gas station. There Dennis 
met Joel Siegel, who happened to be a 
Viper owner and former racer (he now 
currently races very competitively in 
the Viper Racing league). As a member 
of the Viper Club of BC, Joel was able 
to attract a significant number of Viper 
drivers to an HPDE event. 

Following three very successful events 
in 1999, Dennis concluded that the 
concept would work and Performance 
Drivers Club (PDC) was founded and 
incorporated as a non-profit society with 
the primary sponsorship from London 
Motorcars (www.londonmotorcars.com) 
and Driver’s Edge Autosport (www.
driversedgeautosport.com) by the end 
of 1999. Dennis recruited a number of 

President’s Report

Pres err???

Michael 
Provenzano

Acura NSXRide

Michael ProvenzanoAuthor

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

6 | PDC



talented people to get PDC up and run-
ning to host HPDE events in 2000. As the 
Club matured, it became apparent that 
Dennis and his wife, Justina, had be-
come the ‘heart and soul’ of PDC. They 
organized and ran the events. They took 
care of membership. They seemed to be 
everywhere and do everything. 

A few years ago, Dennis and Justina al-
most moved back to Australia. But when 
they realized they could not live with-
out Vancouver’s pleasant climate and 
year-round sunshine they changed their 
minds and decided to stay in Vancouver. 
Their change of plans was a big break 
for PDC. While in recent years they have 
reduced their huge workload a bit, they 
still are both very much involved in PDC. 
Dennis is our Chief Driving Instructor 
and Justina is the co-ordinator of The 
Challenge. In recognition of their contri-
bution over the last seven years, PDC’s 
executive decided to make Dennis and 
Justina life members of PDC. On behalf 
of PDC and its members, I thank you 
both for your past, present and future 
contributions to the PDC. 

This leads me to offer my thoughts on 
why HPDE, especially the version of-

fered by PDC, is such a success. So, in 
no particular order, here is my ‘top 10’ 
list on this topic. 

HPDE can be done in any car:1.  HPDE is 
fun in most types of cars – from small 
‘economy’ cars like Honda Civics and 
Subaru Imprezas to fire breathing mon-
sters like Ferraris, Porsches, Vipers 
and Corvettes. I still recall a stripped 
down Honda Civic that used to come 
to our events year ago. While the ‘fire 
breathing monsters’ could pull away 
on the straights, the Civic would catch 
and harass them throughout the twisty 
portions of the track. It always brought 
a smile. 

HPDE can be done at any age:2.  PDC has 
drivers ranging from teenagers to 60 
and 70 year olds. While their reactions 
may not be as fast as the younger driv-
ers, the older drivers can draw from 
their years of driving experience and 
are often smoother, and thereby fast, 
drivers. Remember that Paul Newman 
was still driving race cars – and win-
ning races – well into his 70s. 

HPDE can be done by drivers with 3. 
different skill levels: HPDE is about 
learning, not about ‘winning’ or being 
the fastest driver on the track. There 
are no trophies given out at the end of 
the day. No record is kept of the fast-
est lap times. As long as drivers try to 
learn one or two new things at each 
event, the event has been a success. Of 
course, some drivers learn a number of 
things and, in the process, become very 
good drivers. Some go on to racing ca-
reers and do very well at that. But just 
by attending an HPDE event and trying 
to learn something new, makes a driver 
a winner in my books.

HPDE is relatively inexpensive:4.  Pre-
paring a car for the track can be very 
expensive if you make extensive modi-
fications to the chassis, suspension, 
engine and body. And while that can be 
fun to do, it does not have to be done 
to enjoy an HPDE event. Other than 
installing better brake pads and fluid 
at the start of each year, nothing else is 
required except tweaking a nut or two – 
especially the one behind the wheel!

President’s Report

Pres in action
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HPDE is socially responsible:5.  Every 
week we read in the press about the 
injuries and deaths that arise from 
street racing. What we don’t read 
about is how the families of those 
victims have their lives torn apart and 
often ruined forever. Participants in 
HPDE are taking the best route away 
from those tragedies and fulfilling 
their ‘need for speed’ on a race track 
and not on our streets where the 
foolishness of street racing can ruin 
the lives of innocent victims and their 
families. 

HPDE is relatively safe:6.  Driving in an 
HPDE event, particularly if it is a PDC 
event, involves significant organiza-
tion and structure that go a long 
way to reducing the risk of driving at 
speed on a race track. For its events, 
PDC places corner marshals at five 
key corners of Mission Raceway 
Park. They are equipped with vari-
ous warning flags and communicate 
with walkie-talkies to warn drivers 
of dangerous occurrences or driv-
ing. Vehicles are required to undergo 
an annual safety inspection by an 
independent automotive shop and are 
checked before every event by a tech-
nical team for safety matters. Drivers 
attend a meeting before each event to 
discuss the operation of the event and 
are allowed on the track under the 
watchful eyes and guidance of trained 
instructors riding in their cars or in a 
‘buddy’ car. 

HPDE is a great way to meet other 7. 
drivers with similar interests: Cars 
(especially fast cars), and driving (es-
pecially fast driving, on the race track), 
are the topics of many conversations 
at PDC’s events. So if your friends roll 
their eyes when you bring up cars, you 
need to attend a PDC event where such 
topics are welcomed. I have personally 
met more great people from a variety of 
walks of life with a passion for cars at 
PDC events than anywhere else. 

HPDE is a good way to learn what mod-8. 
ifications to your car are worthwhile: 
Before you buy a new part for your car, 
wouldn’t it be great to talk to someone 
who has installed that part on their car? 
PDC’s members have a wide range of 
experience modifying an equally wide 
range of cars. And many of PDC’s spon-
sors have a great depth of knowledge 
about cars, and HPDE events, that they 
are happy to share with you. One just 
needs to ask. 

HPDE teaches drivers skills that can 9. 
be used in every day driving: No one 
needs to know the fastest way to drive 
around a race track to be a good driver 
on the street. But some of the skills 
learned from HPDE can be invaluable 
when the unexpected occurs on the 
street. Correcting a skid and threshold 
braking are skills learned in HPDE and 
are necessary to be successful when 
driving on the race track. Correcting a 
skid caused by snow or ice, or thresh-
old braking to avoid a child that runs 

in front of your vehicle, use exactly the 
same techniques on the street as on the 
track.

HPDE is fun:10.  Let me be perfectly clear 
about this – there is no better way to 
enjoy driving your car at speed than at 
an HPDE event, especially one orga-
nized by PDC.

PDC offers all of this and more. It is able 
to do so because of two groups of very spe-
cial people – our volunteers and sponsors.

Some of our volunteers have been as-
sisting with PDC, either on the day of the 
event, or on the Club executive, and usually 
both, for many years. These volunteers 
are passionate about PDC and what we do. 
They are also great people to know. To all 
the volunteers over the past year, I thank 
you for your generous donation of your 
most precious asset – your time. It has 
made PDC a great club. 

Our sponsors are the other reason why 
PDC is successful. By making generous 
cash donations so we can publish The 
Challenge and operate our website or by 
donating services and equipment, or both, 
they make it possible for us to operate 
PDC and allow its members to have fun at 
the track. PDC has provided links to all its 
sponsors on its website. If you need ser-
vices provided by, or goods sold by, one of 
our sponsors, please visit them first. They 
are good people and, by supporting them, 
you are helping to support our Club. 

Finally, let me leave you with this thought: 
Enjoy your car the PDC way – take it to the 
track!

President’s Report

Pres leading the pack

Pres leading the pack

8 | PDC



2007 PDC SPONSORS

2007 PDC SPONSORS
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REV Competition
www.revcompetition.com

Goldkey Volkswagen
www.goldkey.ca

Broadway Camera
www.bccamera.com

GOLD

MCL Motor Cars
www.mclmotorcars.com

PLATINUM
Driver’s Edge Autosport
www.driversedgeautosport.com

Ferrari Maserati of Vancouver
www.ferrarimaseratiofvancouver.com

Audi of Richmond
www.audiofrichmond.com

Preston of Chevrolet
www.prestongm.com

Invis on the Penninsula
www.lloydonline.com

SILVER

THANK-YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

TD Waterhouse
howard.whitlock@td.com

Scott Johnson Design
www.scottjohnson.ca

Digitech Publishing
www.digitechprinting.ca

Metaphase Media
www.metaphasemedia.com
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Brian Yeung
Event Co-Registrar
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2007
EVENTS 
REPORT

February 17th Team Continental Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

March 23rd Team Continental Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

March 27th PCA/Oregon Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

April 26th PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

May 11th PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

May 15th PCA/Pacific Northwest Pacific Raceway Inc., WA

May 24th PCA/Oregon Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

June 11th PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

June 22nd PCA/Pacific Northwest Pacific Raceway Inc., WA

June 24th & 25th BMWCCA Spokane Raceway Park, WA

July 23rd PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

August 2nd PCA/Pacific Northwest Pacific Raceway Inc., WA

August 5th PCA/Oregon Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

August 30th Team Continental Portland Int’l Raceway, OR

September 7th PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

September 27th PCA/Pacific Northwest Pacific Raceway Inc., WA

October 12th PDC Mission Raceway Park, BC

October 21st PCA/Pacific Northwest Pacific Raceway Inc., WA

The 2007 schedule fea-
tured 18 events held at 4 
different facilities in BC, 
WA and OR. Please visit 
www.performancedriver-

sclub.org for 2008 events schedule.
PDC scheduled 6 events at Mission 

Raceway Park, 4 school events and 2 
lapping events. Unfortunately 1 event 
had to be cancelled due to flooding.

Our 5 local events saw over 350 
participations.

2007 Events Report



2007 Driver Upgrades

2007 DRIVER 
UPGRADES

Stephen Ho
Event Co-Director

Jonathan Suzuki
Event Co-Director
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PDC Driver Education Events are structured as a 
“skills graduation program”. 

Four colors symbolize the different skill levels of 
run groups. 

White / First Timer1. 

Red / Novice2. 

Yellow / Intermediate3. 

Green / Advanced 4. 

A driver who meets and passes each set of skills criteria 
gets upgraded to the next level. 

Congratulations to ALL drivers who succeeded with their 
upgrade.



2007 Driver Upgrades

April 23, 2007 Event:

White to Yellow

Jack Price #923 2007 Corvette Z06

Red to Yellow

Kam Wu #824 2006 BMW Z4M Coupe

Dennis Lo  #869 1998 Porsche 993C2S

Hedwig Poon  #777 1993 Mazda RX7

Craig Sandford  #616 2003 Dodge Viper

Yellow to Green

Xerxes Gobhai #538 2004 Subaru STI

July 23, 2007 Event:

Red to Yellow

Alex Lam #881 2001 Porsche 996 C2

Shane Waskiewich #854 1999 BMW 328is

Kevin Mlazgar #852 2004 Mazdaspeed Miata

Don Scurlock #915 2007 VW Gti

Randall Kostiuk #914 2005 Infinity G35 Coupe

Richard Basford #709 2005 Honda S2000

Robert Enns #691 2002 Porsche 996 TT

September 07, 2007 Event:

Red to Yellow

Jim McAdie #879 2007 Porsche 997 C2S

Terry Poirier #706 1991 Acura NSX

Jaclyn Mehr #894 2003 BMW Z3

Goran Sreckovic #865 2000 Honda S2000

Mark Hansford #682 2004 VW Jetta

John Parkinson #714 2000 Porsche 996 C2

Randy Weaver  #892 2001 Audi S4

Yellow to Green

Edwin Lee #713 2004 Porsche 996 GT3

Rene Wedding #130 2006 BMW M5

Kai Wang #642 2001 Porsche Boxster

Jack Price #923 2007 Corvette Z06

October 12, 2007 Event:

White to Yellow

Earl Everall #927 2007 Ferrari F430

Steve Chiu #987 2007 Porsche Cayman

Red to Yellow

Alex Liu #680 2003 Audi A4 1.8T

Aaron Hor #577 2000 Acura Integra

Kai Wang
Event Co-Registrar
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CDI Report

CDI REPORT
English + French + Japanese + Cantonese + Mandarin = 5

That’s right! PDC Club Instructors currently offer coaching in 5 different languag-
es. As of now, I believe we are the only non-profit club in BC (maybe even in North 
America) that can offer instruction in High Performance Driver Education (HPDE) 
covering 5 languages. 

PDC attracts a great diversity of members and their awesome automobiles. The 
ability to instruct in multiple languages caters to the diversity; help raise the level 
of comfort and enhance the learning process of our members. 

The PDC Instructor Training Program was developed in 2001 and made available 
to qualified candidates from 2002. Based on the criteria set forth for both skills 
and experience, it wasn’t until 2005 that there were greater number of members 
sufficiently qualified to be tap as potential candidates for instructor training. 

Pending the frequency of a candidate’s participation, it would take approximately 
2 seasons (between 4 to 6 events) to complete the training and be certified. I like 
to acknowledge and thank Lawrence Howlett, Chief Instructor of ProFormance 
Advanced Driving School for taking an active and constructive role in partnership 
with PDC’s Instructor Training Program.

As at October 2007, PDC have 10 Club Instructors (see list) with 3 candidates un-
dergoing training. Congratulations to all instructors for successfully completing 
their program. Club Instructors not only voluntarily share their time and exper-
tise; they serve as PDC ambassadors as well.

I look forward to the growth of our Club Instructors and in developing the BEST 
instructor team to deliver PDC’s High Performance Driver Education events.

Drive Well, Drive Smart!

Dennis Lee
Chief Driving Instructor

14 | PDC

2007 PDC 
INSTRUCTORS TEAM
Dennis Lee
Paul Ip
Koju Takeda
Paul Haym
Michael Lloyd

Anthony Mak
Kei Mak
Peter Miller
Calvin Leung
Scott Lin



Webmaster’s Report

WEBMASTER’S REPORT
Performance Drivers Club, unlike some other clubs, does not have a clubhouse. 
We don’t have a place to meet when we are not at the track. You know… big screen 
TV, pool table, cold beer.  What we do have, however, is our website. This is the one 
place where we can go to get news, find out the latest schedule, and share photos.

I thought that I might let you know some statistics about our website. 

We get 1. over 100,000 hits per month.

That’s about 144 hits per hour, 3,500 hits per day and 2. over 1.2 million hits a 
year

About 2 gigabytes per month is downloaded.3. 

The most visited part of the website is the photo gallery, the events page and the 4. 
home page. 

The photo gallery is by far the most popular part of the website. It makes up 5. 
about 8% of all the hits (about 8,000 hits), as compared to less than 1% for all 
the other pages.

The most viewed video is our club video with about 50 hits per month.6. 

60% of our hits come from Telus and Shaw cable.7. 

Non-Canadian hits to our site are:8. 

18% from the USA•	

The rest of the hits (in order of popularity ) are from: Germany, United •	
Kingdom, Italy, Mexico, China, Japan, France, Australia, Brazil, Argentina, 
Malaysia, Russia, Poland, amongst others.

That’s all for now. If you have any ideas or suggestion for the website then please 
send me an email at web@perfromancedriversclub.org. See on the net! Now, if I 
could just figure out how to download beer.

Paul Gaylie
PDC Webmaster
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Welcome 2007 New Members

Edwin Lee
Membership Registrar

WELCOME
SEPTEMBER 2006 TO OCTOBER 2007

2007 NEW MEMBERS

16 | PDC



Welcome 2007 New Members

Alex Lam #881 ‘01 Porsche 996 Carrera 2

Allan Johanson #685 ‘04 Porsche 996 GT3

Andrew Chow #696 ‘03 BMW M3

Alexander Maclaurin #687 ‘07 Audi S4 Avant

Alex Liu #680 ‘03 Audi A4

Alan Purdey #693 ‘91 BMW 318i

Audra Bilow #874 ‘07 Ford Mustang GT

Anthony Carmichael #899 ‘93 Chevrolet Camero S28

Arnon Loawhakasetr #883 ‘91 Acura NSX

Arthur Li #781 ‘05 Acura TSX

Alex Chiang #675 ‘03 Infinity G35 Coupe

Alex Kim #670 ‘98 Volvo T45 Turbo

Bijon Das #661 ‘02 Porsche 996 Carrera 2

Barry Yates #413 ‘97 Porsche 993 Cabriolet

Brian Thomlinson #735 ‘06 VW Jetta

Blair Milligan #774 ‘92 Ford Thunderbird SC Cobra

Bob Trinder #693 ‘06 Subaru WRX

Bob Tootoonchi #891 ‘06 Subaru WRX STI

Barry Chan #743 ‘05 Subaru WRX STI

Craig Parsons #729 ‘07 Maserati Quattroporte

Chris Pirih #723 ‘07 Lotus Exige S

Connie Parker #684 ‘02 Audi S4

Colin Morgan #773 ‘92 VW Golf

Christopher Gordon #543 ‘93 Mazda MX-3 Precidia

Collin Chung #732 ‘04 Mazda RX-8

Charles Schrodt #887 ‘93 Honda Civic

Danny Popescu #677 ‘06 Porsche 987 Cayman S
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Welcome 2007 New Members

Eugene Sung #739 ‘07 Porsche 997 Turbo

Felix Chan #775 ‘95 Chevrolet Camero

Franky Lam #876 ‘91 Nissan Skyline GTR

George Mak #699 ‘01 Mercedes C230

Georgia Bekiou #862 ‘00 BMW Z3

Gary Bone #511 ‘03 Honda S2000

Goran Sreckovic #865 ‘00 Honda S2000

Harsha Jayasekera #910 ‘01 BMW M5

Dennis Lo #869 ‘98 Porsche 993 Carrera 2S

Dexter Sandford #671 ‘03 Dodge Viper SRT10

Don Scurlock #915 ‘06 VW GTI

Damien Lawson #877 ‘02 Chevrolet Corvette

Daniel Lou #921 ‘91 Toyota MR2

Duane Dickinson #725 ‘86 Toyota Corolla GTS

Darin Weller #736 ‘03 Honda S2000

Earl Everall #927 ‘07 Ferrari F430 Spyder
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Welcome 2007 New Members  PDC | 19

Holly Suggitt #752 ‘94 BMW 325i

Henry Tang #715 ‘05 Honda S2000

Ian Hogg #697 ‘07 Jaguar XK Coupe

Jim McAdie #879 ‘03 Porsche 996 Cabriolet

John Parkinson #714 ‘00 Porsche 996 Carrera 2

Joseph Lai #893 ‘02 Porsche 986 Boxster

John Kirk #857 ‘06 Audi A4

Jason Johnson #701 ‘07 VW GTI



Welcome 2007 New Members

John Fuller #694 ‘07 VW Passat

Janene Carleton #524 ‘02 BMW 323i

Jaclyn Mehr #894 ‘03 BMW Z4

Joanne Li #733 ‘06 BMW 330i

Jack Price #923 ‘07 Chevrolet Corvette Z06

Jim Fraser #738 ‘04 Ford Mustang Cobra

Joe Wang #882 ‘85 Toyota Corolla GTS

Jason Brown #867 ‘05 Subaru WRX STI

Jonathan Chiu #912 ‘07 Subaru WRX

Jason Wan #673 ‘94 Mazda RX-7

Jamel Abougoush #134 ‘94 Mazda RX-7

Joel Stobbe #692 ‘90 Nissan Skyline GTR 

Jonathan Wong #880 ‘01 Honda Prelude

Kevin Lawrence #997 ‘06 Porsche 997 Carrera S

Kevin Chen #873 ‘00 BMW 323i

Kevin Mao #724 ‘06 Subaru WRX STI

Krista Bell #504 ‘98 Honda Civic DX
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Welcome 2007 New Members

Louisa Yu #316 ‘03 Porsche 986 Boxster S

Lynette Groff #875 ‘97 Porsche 986 Boxster

Lance Gardiner #741 ‘84 Chevrolet Corvette

Laura Lee Connery #686 ‘86 Toyota Corolla GTS

Mike Drever #674 ‘01 Porsche 996 Turbo

Monica Liang #753 ‘07 BMW M6 Convertible

Marc Baragar #787 ‘05 Audi S4 Avant

Mark McColman #703 ‘05 Audi S4 Avant

Michael Bolen #870 ‘01 VW GTI VR6

Mark Hansford #682 ‘04 VW Jetta GLI

Michael Hibberson #679 ‘02 Subaru WRX

Mark Chan #745 ‘04 Subaru WRX STI 

Mike Chou #776 ‘06 Subaru WRX STI

Matt August #695 ‘04 Mazda RX-8

Mike Abougoush #740 ‘94 Mazda RX-7

Matt Chan #731 ‘93 Mazda RX-7

Mason Yu #693 ‘97 Honda Civic
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Welcome 2007 New Members

Natasha Verrier #871 ‘05 Subaru WRX STI

Nick Jung #766 ‘06 Mazda RX-8

Owen Walstrom #505 ‘98 Honda Civic DX

Pierre Martin #861 ‘05 Porsche 997 Carrera S

Paul Reid #751 ‘07 Lotus Exige S

Pierre Burns #750 ‘92 Mazda RX-7

Paul Wu #966 ‘91 Acura NSX

Patrick Seto #708 ‘93 Honda Civic S

Peter Chan #737 ‘07 Honda Civic Si

Ross Baillie #582 ‘03 Porsche 996 Carrera 4S

Robert Enns #691 ‘02 Porsche 996 Turbo

Ryan Eden #859 ‘02 BMW M3

Randy Weaver #892 ‘01 Audi S4

Rosario Scalzo #734 ‘01 Audi TT

Raymond Cheung #903 ‘06 Mini Cooper S

Rocky Chen #676 ‘04 Mazda RX-8

Randall Kostiuk #914 ‘05 Infinity G35 Coupe

Rory Smith #174 ‘89 Nissan Skyline GTR

Richard Basford #709 ‘05 Honda S2000

Severin Samulski #742 ‘03 Porsche 996 Turbo

Steve Chiu #987 ‘07 Porsche 987 Cayman

Scott Jacob #712 ‘06 Porsche 987 Boxster

Simon Ng #864 ‘96 Porsche 993 Targa

Sean Wesenberg #884 ‘98 Porsche 993 Cabriolet

Steven Liu #698 ‘07 BMW 335xi

Sibyeong Chae #863 ‘06 Mazda MX-5 Miata
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Welcome 2007 New Members

Sara Weinstein #916 ‘02 Honda S2000

Tom Budd #681 ‘05 Porsche Carrera GT

Tas Hynek #885 ‘06 Mini Cooper S JCW

Timothy Danielson #771 ‘05 Mazda RX-8

Terry Poirier #706 ‘91 Acura NSX

Vince Sorace #889 ‘06 Porsche 997 Carrera 4S

Wei Lu #878 ‘06 Nissan 350Z

Warren Kobbeltvedt #866 ‘91 Acura NSX

Wilson Lee #672 ‘04 Mazda RX-8

Zhuoyong Tan #855 ‘95 Mazda RX-7
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Porsche 911TRide

Anthony MakAuthor
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Hey, Guys! Slow downnn! Slow 
down in the paddock area!” 
A gentleman, in silver driving 
suit, shouted behind a bullhorn 
under the tent in Mission Race-

way. That was summer of 2000 when those 
“speeding” drivers first introduced me to a 
racetrack in Vancouver.

The first thought that came to my mind 
was “Wow, this guy is firm; same with the 
club that imposes strict safety rules on the 
track”. After I got home, I told my wife how 
safe it was to drive on the racetrack because 
of the Club rules; how good the Club was 
because of the professional instructors 

provided; how worthwhile it was because the 
entry fees was much cheaper than a speed 
ticket; and most importantly, how good it 
would be to let our son Kei learn advanced 
driving skill and be a responsible driver on 
the street. I’ve never been so convincing in 
my life (never argue with your woman) and 
our family discussion concluded shortly that 
both Kei and I should give it a try. That’s how 
we both joined PDC in Year 2000. 

I love cars and have great passion for driv-
ing. When I was in Hong Kong, I lived on the 
Kowloon side. I used to take my car out at 
night, with my then young and attractive girl 
friend, a few times a week, driving a loop 
around Kowloon and the New Territories for 
at least 2 hours. She always fall asleep on 
the way back home (she accepted my pro-
posal while still half awake in the car – hey, 

no diamond needed). I loved to drive at night 
because there was no traffic, no pedestri-
ans and no police around. I loved to drive 
a “little” fast but always in a safe manner. 
I was so excited then to learn that I could 
drive, first time in my life, on a racetrack.

There are always special memories associ-
ated with track events. My first instructor 
was Marybeth. She hit my hand because I 
didn’t “glue” them to the steering wheel at 
3 and 9 (hey, I’m not the only one being hit); 
Lawrence Howlett demonstrated to me how 
to accelerate, decelerate, brake and then 
re-accelerate smoothly during these transi-
tions; Tony Morris Junior explained to me in 
drawing showing me how to make the most 
use of the track surface at Turn 3; Dennis 
Lee pressed on my palm (Justina, I’m a guy 
not a gal) to demonstrate how to modulate 
my braking pressure from 1 to 10 and then 
releasing it from 10 to 1  – he was the guy 
who shouted to my friends to slow down in 
the Paddock area in Year 2000. He is the 
founder of PDC and also the Chief Instructor 
all these years.

Ever since Year 2000, I join every local 
event run by the Club and also had the op-

OUR JOURNEY WITH PDC

Dad’s Perspective

Anthony (Father) and Kei (Son) Mak 

joined PDC in 2000. They went on 

to becoming the first Father and 

Son members to be certified Club 

Instructors in 2006. Here is their 

“Journey with PDC”

OUR JOURNEY WITH PDC
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portunity to go to various tracks with Dennis, 
like Seattle, Portland, Spokane and Calgary. 
I was so lucky that I always had Dennis as 
my first instructor in these tracks. He taught 
me all the proper lines and wet lines as well 
– that was in Portland when we could “out-
race” (not the proper word – I know) most 
of the guys because we took the wet lines in 
the rain whereas they still took the dry lines. 
The maximum number of events I joined in 
a year was 15 – that was my record but too 
bad I can’t keep it up in recent years.

My passion for driving grows as time 
goes by; the more I drive, the more I know 
that there’s still a lot for me to learn. In the 
first year, I was sometimes quite confused 
by the instructors. Some would say I turned 
in too early, while some would say too late; 
some would say I braked too hard whereas 
some would say too gentle. I later under-
stood that might not be contradictory; it 
was because I wasn’t yet turning or braking 
at the PERFECT point. I also realized that 
different instructors had different input and 
focus. Sometimes it took me a few events 
before I fully realized and better mastered 
the technique I learnt. Today I’m still learn-

ing how to apply and release my brake 
smoothly! There’s always room for improve-
ment.

My son Kei went with me to all the tracks 
most of the time. I sent him to a driving 
school when he first learnt how to drive. 
I spent quite a lot of time coaching him. I 
still remembered that one day when we 
were traveling on Lougheed Highway, all of 
a sudden he slammed on the brake when 
the car in front of us just slowed down for 
a bit. With all the training from PDC (and 
with my money spent), Kei has now become 
a much better and faster driver than me; I 
can barely keep up with him even by driving 
a more powerful car. I don’t feel embar-
rassed  cause at the end this comes from 
my genes J He once told me he’s no longer 
interested in “driving fast” with others on 
the street cause their driving skill is no way 
to compare with ours learnt on the track. 
MONEY WELL SPENT!! He’s now a more 
responsible driver on the street – thanks to 
PDC and I am very proud of him. That’s why I 
always encourage the parents to bring their 
children out to the track for better training.

I enjoyed all the track events run by PDC.  

I have been to many events with various 
clubs and driving schools in the past years. 
Honestly speaking, I feel PDC is the most 
organized and disciplined one. Every time I 
go to the track, I just prep my car in advance 
to top condition, drive on the track, mingling 
with all others and their cars in the paddock 
area and, at the end of the day, pack my stuff 
and leave with a big big smile. I never stop 
and think how much work it involves in run-
ning an event, although I helped out in the 
morning tech sometimes, having to get up 
before 5 a.m. and woke my wife up too. She 
is so supportive and understanding that she 
never complains (thanks, Louisa). 

It wasn’t until Year 2003 that I was ap-
proached by Dennis, to consider taking on 
the role as the Club Treasurer. Since I’ve 
had so much fun with PDC, I felt it was time 
for me to give back. Only after becoming a 
member of the Executive Team did I realized 
how much work and time all the volunteer 
executives have given to run the Club. I 
enjoyed being a part of the team, meeting all 
these people who share the same passion 
for driving and to work together with these 
people who have sacrificed so much time 

Anthony Mak
Treasurer / Club Instructor
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in order to provide an opportunity for fellow 
members to drive on the track. 

Some of them like our current Tech Team 
Chair – the Boznik brothers and our past 
Tech Chair and sponsor – Frank from Driv-
ers’ Edge, who always come out early in the 
morning to help even though sometimes 
they still needed to go back to work after-
wards; our Event Coordinators Stephen 
Ho and Jonathan Suzuki (JS had been our 
Editor for 7 long years) did the same too. Not 
to mention all others like Event Registrar 
Brian and Kai – how many emails you guys 
had sent to them before the event and how 
efficient they are in responding? Our current 
and past Presidents like Dennis Lee, Mi-
chael Lloyd and Michael Provenzano. I don’t 
have enough space here to thank every one 
of them and all others who have contributed 
so much to keep the club running. 

My Treasurer’s work is not as much in 
comparison to some of the other execs, not 
until recently I learn how to use my MIDDLE 
finger to PROPERLY punch in all your visa 
card numbers on a telephone pad for pro-
cessing your event payment. The others I 
must mention are Dennis (again) and Justina 

Lee.  Dennis has been our President, Chief 
Instructor, Event Registrar, Event Organizer, 
Sponsorship (there wasn’t a separate post at 
that time) and Justina Lee, our past Mem-
bership Registrar, Publication Circulation/
Co-coordinator, graphics, printing, patches 
and caps ordering, etc etc (I would name her 
as Assistant to Executive Committee, taking 
care of all miscellaneous and all errands).  
Both of them resigned from their posts in 
Year 2005 and we needed 7 persons to take 
up their job – one President, two Event 
Co-directors, two Event Co-registrars, one 
Membership Registrar and one Sponsor-
ship Manager. In light of their tremendous 
contribution to the Club, they were recently 
granted an honorary lifetime membership, 
which they well deserve long time ago. They 
also deserve a big round of applause from 
all of us. We are so fortunate to have them 
back again – Welcome HOME!

Since both Kei and I have been in the Green 
group for some time, it was Dennis again 
who approached us in Year 2006 to join 
the training for Club Instructor. Both of us 
started to share our experience with all our 
fellow members at the end of Year 2006 and 

we are proud to be the first Father & Son 
team to be certified Club Instructor who can 
instruct both in Cantonese and Mandarin. 
In the past year of instructing, I’ve enjoyed 
every session out there, including a spinout 
with grass debris in my mouth – thanks, Kai 
J (we all learn from mistakes; I spun out 
once too). I must admit that I learn at the 
same time when I instruct. Imagine if you 
tell your student to be smooth in braking, 
would you not try to be smooth when you 
are braking? Would you not turn your head 
looking at the Apex and the Exit Cone when 
you are turning in and exit? That’s why I 
enjoy sharing my experience with others 
and I hope to return the Club for all the fun 
and excitement I have long enjoyed all these 
years. I sincerely hope all of you enjoy com-
ing out to the track and feel proud to be a 
member of PDC! I would also like to appeal 
to all the parents to bring their sons and 
daughters out for training so that we would 
have more responsible young drivers on 
the street and make our community a bet-
ter and safer place to drive. 

Keep enjoying your drive and look forward 
to seeing you all soon in Year 2008!
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OUR JOURNEY WITH PDC

Son’s Perspective

A w, I remembered the first 
time I step foot into London 
Motor Cars. That was how it 
all began. No, it wasn’t on the 
track, but rather in an exotic 

showroom of some of the finest cars in 
Vancouver. That was the Briefing Session 
for all newbie to learn some of the general 
guidelines and rules of PDC. It was also 
there where we formally met Mr. Dennis 
Lee and his wife, Justina. 

Oh yes, like every other teenager, I 
wanted to be on the track ASAP! After the 
meeting, I approached Dennis and asked 
him for some driving tips. However, Den-

nis saw right through me and said, “Don’t 
be heavy footed, but rather squeeze the 
throttle”. At that time I was young, prob-
ably only 2 years after I got my driver’s 
license. The only thing I could think of 
when driving on the track was brake, turn, 
and pedal to the metal. I just couldn’t wait 
until the next day to come. The adrenaline, 
the excitement, OH MAN, I couldn’t sleep. 
Great, just the night before the track 
event, I couldn’t sleep, rolling all over 
my bed, because I just couldn’t get the 
thought out of my head! I was constantly 
imaging for hours of how it would be 
like driving on the track. Gosh that night 
seemed to last forever! Eventually the 
wait was finally over when I could see the 
sun coming out of the horizon. It was time 
for me to perform, baby, oh yes, I’m going 

to KICK SOME BUTTS!
I arrived at Mission at 8am sharp and, 

boy, there were already a lot of Porsches 
and other fine vehicles. I was very im-
pressed to the extent that, I didn’t think 
my prelude with tip-tronic belonged in 
the right place there. How could I possibly 
compete with these people? Anyone would 
probably think so; however, my parents let 
me know that I was there to learn how to 
improve my driving. So, “take it easy and 
take it slow”…yeah right! 

Ok, so I started in the white group and 
I had only one principle rule. I had to 
pass all those who were in my group and 
I was determined to do so. However, my 
principle soon changed as I was driv-
ing on the track. I came to realize that 
my parents were right. It wasn’t about 

Father leading son
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the competition. It was really about how 
much I could learn and absorb through 
this event to make me a better driver. I 
could drive as fast as I wanted to, but it 
would only cause me to make all kinds of 
mistakes, and in the end, would lead me 
to be a slower driver. What the instruc-
tor wanted to see was consistency and 
accuracy through the apex. Competitions 
are always nice, but must be done in a 
safe and friendly manner. Being a jackass 
on the track will not be beneficial to any-
one. Although my first principle had been 
changed, it didn’t mean I couldn’t have 
another one. I wanted not only to be in the 
green group but also as an instructor!

My first experience with PDC was excel-
lent. I had a great time and I knew my 
father and I would definitely go back for 
more. The rules of the club were simple 
and organized, the participants were 
friendly and the instructors gave me one 
of the best advices I could have ever got.  

Eventually after a few years I finally 
reached all my goals. I was moved from 
white to red, stayed there once and then 
progress to yellow; stayed there twice and 
finally moved to green. Both my father and 
I stayed active in the Club all these years. 
It was until Year 2006 that we both took up 
the instructor training and finally became 
certified Club Instructors – the first Fa-
ther and Son Team. I speak Cantonese and 
my father, both Cantonese and Mandarin. 
We can provide instruction in these two 
languages besides English and hope to be 
helpful to those who would benefit more 
from instructions in their own languages. 
The feeling of accomplishment was 
great! 

To add to all this, I wouldn’t have 

acquired the skills to drive like this if it 
weren’t for my parents supporting me fi-
nancially. I am very fortunate to have very 
supportive parents cause some of them 
are worried to have their children on the 
track. The club instructors as well should 
be noted: Dennis, Justina, Lawrence, Tony 
Morris Jr, Glen Miller and all others who 
had given me great advice and encourage-
ment. To be honest even till today, I still 
have a lot to learn and they will always 
remain to be my mentors. The experience 
they had gained over the years, I can never 
be able to compare. But these people 
aren’t just about cars. On the track and off 
the track I still receive great advices from 
them regardless of what the advices are. 
Despite the fact that I am young, I have 
all the time been treated with the same 
level of respect as my parents. This is 

one reason why PDC is such a great club. 
Where else could one find such a humble 
group of owners with nice cars and give 
out great advice?

By participating all the club events, 
including track days and other social 
gatherings, my parents and I have met 
many great friends and, throughout these 
years, built strong friendship with other 
members and executives. PDC is one of 
the best things I have ever experienced in 
life and I want to thank all of those who 
help organize these events and volunteer 
to help. To remind everyone, this isn’t an 
easy task. Many executives dedicate large 
amount of personal time and effort to 
maintain this club, as we all know this is a 
non-profit organization. Once again thank-
you very much PDC for providing such a 
great and memorable experience!

Kei in action

Kei Mak
Club Instructor
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Q & A with Paul Ip

Q & A with Paul Ip
2007 Asia Formula 3 Pacific Series Champion

P aul Ip has been 
a PDC member 
since 2000. He 
had no prior 
formal driver 

training (other than “street 
drags”) and started his 
first PDC event in the white 
run group (first timer). 
Progressing rapidly up the 
skills levels, Paul began 
competitive racing.  In 2002, 
Paul successfully completed 
his instructor training pro-
gram and was certified PDC 
Club Instructor. Paul contin-
ues to participate as a Club 
Instructor whenever his 
visits to Vancouver coincide 
with PDC events.

Q: How and when did you get to 
know PDC?
A: Met Dennis, Justina, and Koju at 
Portland International Raceway in 
1999 and was introduced to PDC.

Q: When and Where was your first 
open track experience?
A: At Portland International Race-
way in 1999

Q: How did PDC play a part in your 
initial driver development?
A: Provided me the opportunity to 
drive at various race tracks and led 
me in the correct direction for my 
racing career.

Q: What was your first track car?
A: 2000 Audi S4 

Q: If you could drive any type of 
race car, you would drive?
A: DTM

Q: What is your current race car(s)?
A: F3 Dallara F304 and Radical SR3

Q: Your first race – Where, Type of 
Car?
A: Year 2000, Mission, AE86 with 
Team Seven

Q: Your most memorable race?
A: The start and crash at Macau GP 
2002

Q: You spent 2 years in the UK 
honing your racing skills, give us 
an insight of your activities there 
– Porsche Carrera Cup, Radical 
Series, Formula BMW?
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A: Lots of circuit to learn... spent 
the most time learning car setups 
and analysing data with engineers. 
Tested and race with some of best 
teams in the UK such as Carlin Mo-
torsport (Formula BMW), Team SWR 
(Formula 3, Formula BMW), Team 
RPM (Porsche Carrera Cup, Radical 
World Cup).
 
Q: Your high points in your racing 
career?
A: Racing in Europe, 5th overall in 
the Radical World Cup champion-
ship, setting quickest lap in Spa. 
Asia Formula 3 Pacific Series Pro-
motional Class Champion, with 3 
wins, 4 seconds, 6 pole positions 
and set 4 fastest laps. 

Q: What are your current racing 
activities and future ambitions?
A: Just concluded Asia Formula 3 
championship and reviewing various 
possibilities. 
Future ambitions include: ALMS, 
BTCC, WTCC, DTM and to win the 
Macau GP.

Q: What’s the best part of being a 
PDC member?
A: It’s fun and safe. Provided a great 
foundation and starting point that 
helped launch my racing career. 
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F3 Dallara F304 & 
Radical SR3

Paul on track to 
F3 championship

Pre-grid...ready!
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Brake Sense

Brake Sense
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To be able to get the most out of 
your track day using your daily 
driven car, it pays to spend some 
time in basic preparation. As a 
first timer at any driving event 

you spend the majority of your time learn-
ing braking points, corner apexes, driving 
lines etc. Generally driving your car at 40-50 
percent of its maximum performance. Once 
you get through your first event, you will have 
more than likely been hooked into coming 
out a second time, then a third then.....well 
you know!  You go FASTER. As your speed 
increases the brakes become the most im-
portant component on your vehicle and will 
see a tremendous amount of heat. 

BRAKES
The brakes on your road car are likely to 
be the most inadequate area of the car 
when you drive on track. During everyday 
road driving, you will only use the brakes at 
working temperature for about 1% of the 
time on a freeway, 5% of the time commut-
ing and 25% of the time during a “spirited” 

drive. When on track this pattern changes 
dramatically, you will have the brakes up to 
full working temperature for at least 85% 
per lap. This is a huge change in use from 
what the car engineers envisioned. Should 
you decide to use the car in standard set-up 
you will quickly realise that after 2 laps of 
most circuits you will have to slow down to 
allow the brakes to cool down. Tell tale signs 
of overheated brake components are: long 
pedal travel, hard pedal with no stopping 
power, pulsating brakes when applied and 
lastly a long pedal with no decrease in speed.

There are 3 main areas you can tackle to 
improve the situation dramatically, they are 
listed in no particular order, as all three are 
important: Brake Pad Material, Brake Fluid 
Type, and Brake Disc Cooling.

 
BRAKE PAD MATERIAL
The brake pads fitted to your road car are 
designed to do the following jobs. Work from 
cold, produce minimal dust and last longer 
than the service interval of the vehicle. The 
pads fitted to your road car in this application 
are perfectly adequate for the job intended 
however as soon as you take your car onto 
a race track they will quickly fail to cope 
with the demands put upon them. You have 

3 choices as to how you tackle this problem. 
First you can choose to ignore the problem 
and limit the number of continuous laps and 
speed that you drive on track, a rather frus-
trating approach in my book. Secondly you 
can choose to use a compromise brake pad 
that works well on both road and track. Fi-
nally you can choose to use a full race brake 
pad and fit these prior to a driving event and 
remove them afterwards.

If you are looking for the maximum perfor-
mance from your car on track then the full 
race pad option is the one for you. If you want 
to be able to stay on track for a prolonged 
period of time and are happy to give away 
some performance for a lack of mechanical 
work prior to an event then the ds2500 or 
comparable is your best option. Normal road 
pads on track in my opinion should never be 
used, the main reason is that after over-
heating them (which you will do), they never 
work to 100% of their original performance 
again and quite often suffer from cracking 
which could lead to a brake pad failure in the 
future.

BRAKE FLUID
Most brake fluid’s are hydroscopic, this 
means the brake fluid absorbs moisture from 
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the atmosphere, which reduces its boiling 
temperature. It is unlikely you will ever boil 
the brake fluid when driving on the road and 
yet it is a main service replacement task at 
least every 2 years. I suggest you have your 
brake fluid replaced with a DOT 4 or better 
fluid when you plan to do a track day and 
then have it changed every year to keep the 
boiling point as high as possible. There are 
many different fluids available these days, 
so look for one that is compatible with your 
brake system and has a high boiling point.

Avoid using full race fluids as they tend to 
be more affected by water absorption and in 
most cases are not compatible with modern 
ABS systems.

BRAKE DISC COOLING
Ventilated brake discs cool by acting as a 
centrifuge, forcing air from the centre of 
the disc out through the vanes and into the 
wheel rim area. Race spec disks have a 
spiral design to the internal vanes to improve 
the centrifuge effect. If you have upgraded 
brakes with race spec discs make sure they 
are on the correct side, it always amazes me 
how many people fit them on the wrong side. 
Yes they are side specific. The easiest way of 
improving cooling to your road car brakes is 
to add brake cooling ducts. This simple up-
grade could be the difference between having 
100% useful brakes and suffering from brake 
fade or boiling fluid. There are many inex-
pensive cooling kits available for most cars, 
and if you find yourself doing a lot of driving 
events this is one upgrade that should be at 
the top of your list.

If your vehicle is still under a new car war-
ranty, make sure that any changes that are 
made will not affect your coverage and that 
the brake fluid you decide to use will not 
harm the components in your ABS system. 



Tips & Checks

Some tips and checks 
to ease your PDC track 
technical inspection 
process.
At every PDC track event 

your car undergoes a pre-track 
inspection; sometimes this can lead 
to unknown issues with your vehicle 
quickly turning a good track day into 
a frustrating one.  There is a way 
you can easily avoid this by doing a 
couple checks prior an event. 

BATTERIES
Vehicle batteries are the most com-
mon failure at the track. Check the 
battery terminals. Give the ter-
minals a wiggle back and forth to 
ensure that they are tight and will 
not come off.  If they are the least 
bit loose, tighten them up.  This en-
sures a good contact and that they 
will not come off.  Also grab the bat-
tery and try to move it. It should be 
firmly mounted the vehicle.  A loose 
battery case can cause decreased 
battery life from the vibrations and 
also can dislodge in the event of 
heavy cornering or an accident.

TIRES
Tires are the only contact your 
vehicle has to the road. Your tires 
undergo more extreme use at the 
track than they do the street. Make 
sure you closely inspect all 4 tires 
for damage. Check the sidewalls for 
bulges or deep cuts. Either of these 
can lead to failure of a tire when 
running under extreme conditions 
seen at the track.  Check to ensure 
you have good tire depth across 
the whole tire tread, many times 
the on track inspection finds heavy 
wear (baldness) on the inside tread 
of the tire.  This is no good for the 
street or track!  If you have one, use 
a torque wrench to check all your 
wheel lugs.

VW Golf GTiRide

Phil BoznikAuthor
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BRAKES
We all know the importance of 
these.  There are 3 basic checks you 
can do at home on your brakes.

1. Check the condition of you fluid 
- It should be a nice yellow color; 
brown color indicates old, worn 
fluid.  Make sure that the level is 
not too low.  A good level is a small 
amount below the maximum mark; 
this ensures room for expansion as 
the fluid heats up.

2. Check the brake pads for wear- A 
worn pad will not be able to with-
stand the heat as well as a newer 
one.  Sometimes a flashlight is 
required to get a good look.  The 
pads should not be less than 50% 
for track use, this is usually is a pad 
thickness of about 5mm. Any less 
should probably be replaced.  Also 

check that there is no cracking or 
chunking at the edges of the pads, 
if there is, it could indicate that 
the pads are getting brittle due to 
extreme heat.

3. Check the brake rotors- Look 
for cracks at the edges and face of 
the rotors, specifically if you have 
performance cross drilled rotors.  
Make sure that there is not a large 
lip on the outsides of the rotors, this 
could mean that they are getting 
close to replacement.

WINDSHIELD
Your windshield is a structural 
member of your vehicles chassis. 
Check for rock chips, these can 
sometimes turn into large cracks.  
If a crack does start to form, re-
place the windshield as it will only 
get worse. 

OCCUPANT SAFETY
Make sure that your seatbelts 
latch properly and that the seatbelt 
mechanism locks up when you give 
the safety belt a sharp pull.  Grab 
both front seats and shake them, 
they should not be at all loose. 

Finally, ensure that all your lights, 
windshield wipers and horn work 
properly.

Doing these small checks ahead 
of time at home could save you a lot 
of time and grief later; they could 
even save you a track day.   They are 
in place to ensure the safety of you 
and everybody else around you at 
the track. We are all here to have 
fun and enjoy this sport together in 
an environment we all love, lets do 
it in a safe manner, in a safe car!
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Mandarin Eh?

Scott Lin in his
Subaru WRX STi

Mandarin Eh?

I
t was about 6 or 7 years ago, I 
was introduced to PDC through a 
friend, and also experienced my 
first ever trackday with PDC.  At 
the time, I had just changed into 
my first manual car, filled with 

excitement even though I was unfamiliar 
with the techniques of performance 
driving.  Through PDC’s track day, I was 
methodically trained from a beginner 
driver to achieving certification as an 
instructor of PDC.  

I still remembered the night before my 
first track day; I was so excited that I could 
not sleep.  Early next morning before the 
sun rose, I was up and ready to explore 
with absolutely no idea how a trackday 
would be like.  As I arrived at the entrance 
gate of Mission Raceway Park, I saw a 
fleet of cars waiting in line and started to 
feel nervous.   I was welcomed with a brief 
introduction of the event.  Members at the 
event explained the itinerary with patience, 
they had everything well organized, well 
planned, and also with professionalism.  
With the professional instructor’s guidance 

on track, it gave me the most memorable 
experience throughout every minute.  This 
experience led me to develop the trust with 
the instructor and the assurance of safety.  
After having this first experience on track, 
I could not wait until the next track date.  
I tried to attend as many PDC events as I 
can.  From the day as a beginner, I am no 
longer a driver with no confidence on track. 
I begin to understand what “trail brake”, 
“weight transfer” truly means.

Last year I was much honored when 
Dennis Lee asked if I was interested to 
be trained as a club instructor and in 
becoming the first Mandarin speaking 
instructor of PDC. To me this is a whole 
new learning experience as well.  First 
of all, I needed to attain a minimum of 3 
different race tracks’ driving experience.  
I had already driven Seattle and Mission 
many times so I registered for the Portland 
event and Dennis started with my training 
program.  Throughout my entire training, 
I was overwhelmed with how many 
things you have to pay attention to all 
at the same time. You not only have to 
concentrate on the road ahead of you (not 
to mention the traffic around you), and 
also have to pay attention to the student 
to see if he/she is doing everything right. 

The whole training process has given 
me a different perspective of becoming 
an instructor, as well as the respect to 
all instructors. It was after many training 
sessions; Dennis Lee and Lawrence 
Howlett certified me as an instructor.  
Although there was one last task to be 
accomplished, and that is to be able to 
coach in Mandarin. Lucky for me we were 
able to translate many instructional and 
technical terms from English to Mandarin 
with the help of many members.   

At the September event, I participated 
for the very first time as a PDC instructor. 
Although I was warned by other 
instructors, I now realize how exhaustive 
it can be after a full day of coaching and 
driving. However, I found it very rewarding 
to be able to share my experiences and to 
be able to help another member, just like 
others have done for me in the past.

At PDC, not only have I strengthen my 
driving skills, I have also had the chance 
to meet many people who share the same 
interests as I do: performance driving that 
is. I have always encouraged my friends 
to come join a PDC event; just check out 
what PDC has to offer and you will find 
the irresistible pleasure and challenge of 
performance driving.

Subaru WRX STiRide

Scott LinAuthor
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PORTLAND TRACKDAY DENNIS

DENNIS LEE & LAWRENCE HOWLETT
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Scott in action
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Audi of Richmond
Richmond Auto Mall, 5680 Parkwood Way, Richmond, BC V6V 2M4

電話：604-279-9663
www.audiofrichmond.com

Audi A5  Audi S5
3.2公升V6汽缸引擎 4.2公升V8汽缸引擎

265匹馬力 345匹馬力

六前速手動/自動波箱 六前速手動波箱

現已開始接受預訂 十一月抵達陳列室
奧迪最新力作 兩門豪華跑車
Audi S5/A5 QuattroAudi S5/A5 Quattro

加 拿 大 西 岸

銷量最高的德國品

牌奧迪汽車代理商

乃位於Richmond 

Auto Mal l，屬於

Cowell汽車集團之

一的Audi of Richmond代理商。

至 所以 能 夠如 此 成功 ，當 中 當然

有很多原素。早在1997年，Audi o f 

R ichmond已經投入服務。由於管理

階層對品牌的信任，加上高瞻遠矚，

2002年，在加拿大全國的Audi代理商裡

面，它是第一個耗資巨款建設獨立建築物

作為此品牌的旗艦陳列室。

另外，Audi of Richmond更是加西唯

一的獨立奧迪代理商，這一點比起現時很

多依然要兼顧姐妹品牌福士汽車的代理商

來說，無疑是全心全意得多了。

Audi of Richmond的

特大特高樓底陳列室可以陳

列十部全新Audi型號，附

設的維修服務部也是全省

最大、最完善。有最齊全的

Audi零件不在話下，服務

顧問更能夠以流利國語和廣

東話為顧客提供專業服務。原廠的高性能

改裝零件在這裡有售，並且提供專業的安

裝服務。

在等候汽車保養維修期間，在Audi 

of Richmond的陳列室裡面特辟空間給顧

客休閒之用。在這裡可以觀看平面方角大

電視上所播放的賽事，又可以嘆杯特色咖

啡；公事繁忙一族也可以透過自己的手提

電腦這裡無限高速上網，繼續處理公務。

為方便顧客，更設有辦公桌、電話和打印

機等供使用，可見服務細心，顧客自在寫

意。

Audi of Richmond提供汽車保養期內

的顧客，在等候座架維修保養期間有免費

車借用，另外，在列治文市區特定範圍以

內更可提供接送服務。顧客可隨時把自己

的Audi座架拿來洗車，一個電話預約就更

恰當，因為可減低等候時間。

Audi of Richmond新上任的營業經理

Wilson Ng充滿朝氣幹勁，有豐富銷售德

國名廠汽車的經驗。他領導十名專業銷售

精英慇懃服務顧客，其中半數更操流利中

文，能夠為顧客詳盡解釋汽車性能和一切

相關資料。

Audi of Richmond就位於交通最方便

的Richmond Auto Mall裡面。預訂RS4， 

S6或者查詢Q7及預約試車，歡迎致電

604-279-9663。

加西第一奧迪代理
Audi of Richmond

31車樞

PROUD SPONSOR OF PDC
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We have all heard about 
the benefits of us-
ing a synthetic engine 
oil. Bombarded with 
synthetic oil marketing 

that is designed to create brand affinity 
and not provide any real information has 
resulted in the misconception that all 
synthetic engine oils are the same. 

There are 5 categories to describe the oil 
base stocks that engine oil is formulated 
from. Groups I, II and III are non-synthetic 
(a.k.a. mineral oils). The difference be-
tween each group is the level of refinement 
where group 1 undergoes the least level 
of refinement and group III the most. This 
is where the  confusion starts. One would 
even expect the “supermarket” brand 
engine oils to be a group I, II or III, how-
ever, due to the high level of refinement of 
Group III mineral oil, the US Federal Trade 
Commission allows manufacturers to label 
Group III mineral oils as synthetic. Fur-
thermore, even engine oils with as little as 

15% synthetic oil content are also labeled 
synthetic. And worst yet, most of the big 
brand name synthetics are actually Group 
III mineral oils. Groups IV and V are the real 
synthetics and are the best oils to use in 
any modern car for performance, reliability 
and fuel economy. Group IV PAO (polyal-
phaolefin) synthetics are the more popular 
full synthetics, while Group V polyol ester 
base stock synthetic oils are harder to find. 
In fact, very few manufacturers offer Group 
V esters due to the high cost of the base 
stocks (Motul 300V and Red Line are Group 
V).  For the enthusiast driver, the better high 
temperature protective properties of Group 
V esters are well worth the extra cost. 

With no clear definition of synthetic oil, it is 
important to know what you are purchasing. 
Don’t let your engine become the victim of 
misleading marketing and remember, not 
all “synthetic oils” are created equal. Some 
aren’t even synthetic.

Quality Red Line synthetic oil products are 
available at Driver’s Edge Autosport.

DO YOU KNOW WHAT IS IN YOUR ENGINE OIL?
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*Vehicle colours not exactly as shown.

19990 Langley Bypass 604.534.4154 prestongm.com 
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2008 CTS

Come in and see for yourself 
what all the fuss is about!

Prestons has the ride 
you’ve been waiting for!

Awarded Motor Trend’s CAR OF THE YEAR!

the all NEW
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‘As a mom, I drive 
my little one around 
almost every day but 
seldom think active-

ly and analytically 
about driving the 

way we all should’

2 OR 4 WHEELS? DO IT RIGHT!

BMW 328isRide

Holly SuggittAuthor

2 or 4 Wheels? Do It Right!

‘An experience not 
to be missed by any 
driving enthusiast’ 

Impressions
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The morning was crisp, 
cool and still awaiting 
the full light of day; it 
turned out to be one 
of those amazingly 

sunny and mild colourful Fall 
days.  I surveyed the pits over my 
steamy first cup of coffee:  other 
drivers pulling in and unpack-
ing; the cars included Porsche, 
Subaru, Nissan, some Volkswa-
gens and a beautiful Ferrari 
F430.  I was nervous but soothed 
by the booklet which described 
the content and schedule of 
events for the day.   Lining up for 
tech in the dim morning light, I 
was efficiently shuttled through a 
series of stations.  Forms, tires, 
safety - checked and thus ready 
to drive.  

Being my first time out with the 
Performance Driving Club, I was 
assigned to the “white group” of 
first timers.  Before hitting the 
track, we were provided a class-
room session as orientation to 
the track and performance driv-
ing in general.  Having previously 
attended a track day at Mission 
with Proformance Racing, it was 
my second time absorbing the 
theoretical lessons provided in 
this classroom session. Even the 
second time around, this session 
was some of the most useful 
time I’ve spent in the classroom.

As a mom, I drive my little 
one around almost every day 
but seldom think actively and 
analytically about driving the 
way we all should; every time. 
The classroom session, although 
equipped with much less horse-
power and adrenaline, was worth 
every penny of the track fee for 
the day. Mirror position, seating 

position, lane position... all these 
things add up to faster lap times 
on the track and safe arrivals in 
everyday life.  I fully appreciate 
the wisdom imparted by Den-
nis Lee and Lawrence Howlett 
that morning and recommend 
attending a PDC track day even 
just for this driving insight alone. 
Close to the end of our “first 
timers” chat, we began to hear 
the engines and tires of the 
regular club members warming 
up the track for us, whetting our 
anxious appetite.

Typically, I prefer the engine 
bolted to a frame between my 
legs, powering two wheels, 

instead of in front of me with a 
cage powering four. I have rid-
den this track many times but 
realized that in a car, the $take$ 
are higher and the race lines and 
braking points completely dif-
ferent.  As with every bike event, 
I searched the pits for other 
female participants; always curi-
ous to note the “estro-turnout”.  
I was happy to see at least three 
other ladies.

Finally the white group was 
called to pre-grid, the club 
matched us up with our driving 
partners and our instructors be-
gan their track etiquette orienta-
tion.  Our first three laps were 
warm-up and learn the lines but 
then we were set loose and given 
a chance to try our cars at what 
they were built for.  The instruc-
tors allowed us ample space to 
try our skills and car capabilities 
but also stood by to provide in-
struction/direction when neces-
sary.  The added value of having 
an experienced person

ride along for several laps also 

makes the fees well worth it.  All 
of the encouragement and direc-
tion was the difference between 
mediocre lap time improvements 
and steep learning curves to 
smoother driving and therefore 
significantly faster lap times.    

This day was well worth the trip 
and I think of it as an investment 
in safety, living life and inspi-
ration to do more.  At the end 
of the day, the classroom and 
track driving skills I acquired 
have translated into my every-
day transportation, motorcycle 
racing and future track day 
successes.  We are fortunate to 
have such a well-organized and 
accessible club, as well as track 
facility and talent locally.

An experience not to be missed 
by any driving enthusiast.

Learning to drive is so much more critical than knowing the rules of the road

Holly Suggitt
Photo: Jason Hollister



‘Taking my 
daily driver and 
throw it around 
a track?  That’s 

crazy talk’

MY LIFE AT THE TRACK

BMW 328iRide

Shane WaskiewichAuthor

My Life at the Track

‘And guess what?  
The track isn’t all 

that scary – it’s 
actually a good 

challenge’ 

Impressions
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I was first exposed to the 
track by a co-worker who 
was active in auto cross-
ing with VCMC.  We talked 
a number of times about 

it, but for the longest time I 
thought he was nuts – taking my 
daily driver and throw it around 
a track?  That’s crazy talk.  
However, the idea was buried in 
my mind until one day I decided 
I wanted to try.  I had convinced 
myself that it was totally safe – 
one car at a time, lots of run-off 
– what could go wrong?

It was the late 90s, and I was 
out there with my super-stock 
1995 Civic Coupe Si.  I did a few 
club events and had a lot of fun.  
I then moved up to a 1999 BMW 
328iS and did a few events in that 
car.  In all I probably did 6-8 club 
events (at Boundary Bay and the 
PNE) including a driving school.  
Eventually I stopped going, as 
auto crossing was becoming 
a victim of it’s own popular-
ity – at the last club event I ever 
attended, I was there for 10 hrs 
(8am-6pm, including tech) and 
had only 4 minutes of seat time.  
Not much excitement there!

I missed being at the track, but 
I just couldn’t justify the time 
commitment for such little seat 
time.  However, fate – in the form 
of other co-workers – would 
intervene again.

A handful of co-workers had 
discovered PDC and were at-
tending quite a few events.  As 
before, I was hesitant – taking 
my daily driver, with other cars, 
around a track with concrete 
walls?  Crazy!

Eventually, after talking with 
a motorcycle-racing friend, I bit 

the bullet and attended a track 
day at Portland International 
Raceway with Team Continental 
in 2003.  Why Portland?  Well, it 
sounded like a nice safe starter 
track (lots of runoff space if you 
screw up) and I could dovetail it 
with a road trip I was taking.  

After a night-time classroom 
session (which covered essen-
tially the same information I 
learned through autocross) I was 
out at the track.  Their instruc-
tional setup was very good for 
a beginner – a truck-assisted 
walk-around of the track, as well 
as a dedicated instructor for all 
four sessions.  I had an absolute 
blast there.  My last session was 

the best – I was first car out, so 
I didn’t have any slower traffic in 
the way.  As well, I managed to 
keep similar lap times with the 
NSX behind me!  Sweet!  Only a 
E46 M3 forced me to move aside 
for a pass.  This event did also 
highlight the risks at the track 
– an M Coupe pulled a 180 com-
ing onto the front straight and 
tagged the pit wall.  Ouch!

Unfortunately, that was my last 
track day for a while, as personal 
issues sidelined me for a while.  
I started getting the itch again in 
2005, but I was still intimidated 
by Mission Raceway (that, and 
having to get up at 5am on a 
track day!).  It wasn’t until later 
in 2006 when my friend Kevin 
decided that he wanted to track 
his Miata that I finally made it 
out to Mission.  And guess what?  
The track isn’t all that scary – it’s 
actually a good challenge.  

I started out in the White 
Group, as I hadn’t been at the 
track in a few years and was new 
to Mission.  I’ll have to admit 

that the PDC classroom session 
wasn’t nearly as intensive or 
thorough as my previous events, 
but I’m not sure what you can re-
ally cover in 45min in the morn-
ing!  After three more events 
in 2007 (including the lapping 
day – oh, I really liked that, with 
only 8 cars in the Red group!) I’m 
now entering the Yellow Group. 
I am looking forward to my last 
track day of the season on Sept 
7.  I fully intend to keep up with 
it in 2008, and would really like 
to branch out and try Seattle 
next year.  I just need to get over 
my fear of those high-speed 
corners!

Shane Waskiewich 
driving his BMW 328i



‘The intimidat-
ing list of perfor-
mance cars in my 
group read like a 
pack of Pit Bulls 
ready to devour 

my little VW’

‘I’m now truly 
learning to drive on 
four wheels as op-
posed to just think-

ing I knew how’ 

‘By the end of the 
day all my fears 
were unfounded’ 

WHAT AM I DOING HERE?

VW Golf GTiRide

Don ScurlockAuthor
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The last time I was 
on a race track was 
in the early 80’s 
at our beloved old 
Westwood, but after 

a few years of breaking bikes 
and body parts, punctuated by a 
final ambulance ride, I swore off 
race tracks and scratched my go 
fast itch by riding sport bikes at 
slightly slower speeds on public 
roads. Over the years this has 
become an increasingly difficult 
activity to pursue, with too many 
cars, instant-on radar, citizens 
with cell phones, and a latent 
but emerging sense of social 
responsibility.

I was looking for a new speed 
rush when Goran Sreckovic, my 
old riding buddy and PDC mem-
ber, talked me into coming out to 
watch him do a Driver Education 
day. It seemed perfect; go as fast 
as you want, safely and legally, 
with free instruction to boot. He 
may as well have been offering a 
drink to a weak willed alcoholic. 
It was back to the track for me!

And so I found myself in the 
pits at Mission on the morning 
of my first DE day, the intimidat-
ing list of performance cars in 
my group read like a pack of Pit 

Bulls ready to devour my little 
VW. With a fair amount of anxiety 
I asked myself, “what am I doing 
here?”. Would I have to drive 
in my rearview mirror all day? 
Would people be angry with me 
for holding them up? What would 
the instructors say about my 
driving? Would I blow up my car? 

The mandatory one hour 
theory session, given by ProFor-
mance Racing Chief Instructor, 
Lawrence Howlett, was both 
entertaining and informative. 
Looking around the room I could 
see that most people were just 
as nervous as I was and by the 
end of the day all my fears were 
unfounded. Regardless of what 
car they were driving everyone 
was new to the experience and 
drove respectfully and safely, 
the instructors were nothing 

but encouraging and helpful, 
and getting the car up near its 
performance limits was intense 
fun.  I want more of this!

So back I went for my second 
DE day… This time we get the 
mandatory bump up to the red 
group, where the performance 
differences of our cars is a bit 
more of a factor, as we now all 
have a day under our belts, know 
which way the track goes, and 
are able to use more of the cars 
capabilities. That, and the fact 
that it’s been raining and I will be 
driving on a damp track for the 
first time has the anxiety level 
up again. In the end all is well, 
traction on the damp track is 
surprising good , the now more 
experienced drivers are get-
ting consistent and relaxed, and 
passing and being passed goes 
smoother,  It’s another great day 
of feeling the tires at, and often 
over, their traction limits, refin-
ing the line, and picking up tips 
from the instructors. 

It’s all been so much fun that 
at the end of the day I request a 

bump up to the Intermediate/yel-
low class for the next event and 
for some reason the instructors 
agreed. I’m fully expecting some 
early morning anxiety followed 
by an intensely fun day of driving, 
and an incremental improvement 
in my high performance driving 
skills.

After two DE days at Mission 
and two at Seattle, I know what 
I’m doing here: having a ton of 
fun!  I’m now truly learning to 
drive on four wheels as opposed 
to just thinking I knew how, en-
joying hanging our with my new 
auto enthusiast buddies, and 
making the local tire and brake 
pad retailers happy. See you at 
the track.

Don Scurlock driving 
his VW Golf GTi



BUSINESS CARDS
Genuine Business Card Design

Full Color / Black&White
Variety of Paper Stock

Foil Stamping, Embossing

MULTIMEDIA
Business Card Mini CDs
Presentation CDs
CD/DVD Duplication
CD/DVD Labels

BROCHURES PRICE LIST – 8.5”x 11”

 QTY 4/0 4/4
 250 $149 $235
 500 $249 $375
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 2500 $795 $1,195
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QTY 4/0 4/4
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‘Here I am enjoying 
track days with the 

PDC and making 
new friends’

LIFE’S HOBBY

Chevrolet Corvette Z06Ride

Jack PriceAuthor

Life’s Hobby

‘So after all the 
years it’s good to 

know that you can 
carry forward the 

experience and thrill 
of the past’ 

Impressions
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Ok I admit I am a little 
older than most of 
the members. The 
problem I have is 
I don’t feel older. 

Maybe that is not a problem! 
Anyway when I look in the mirror 
in the morning, and I must if I 
am to shave, I realize that I am a 
young guy in an older body.

Oh well better that than an old 
guy in an old body right! 

I have always loved racing. 
Guys like Mark Donahue, Jimmy 
Clark and Giles Villenuve were 
my roll models. So I started off 
in my twenties ice racing a Mini 
Cooper in Winnipeg. It took me 
two years to realize that I hate 
the cold. You would think that 
the term “ICE” would have clued 
me in. 

Once I realized that it was not 
for me I briefly contemplated 
motorcycle racing. A quick visit 
to the track to watch a motor-
cycle race ended that illusion. 
Within a period of 20 laps there 
were two broken wrists, not the 
same rider, and a broken collar 
bone. Yikes! More ambulances 
than I had in mind for a fun 
hobby.

I loved formula cars and decid-
ed that I would jump into the for-
mula ford category. I purchased 
a brand new Lola 440 from Carl 
Hass in Chicago, picked it up 
from Air Canada Cargo and was 
off to the garage to assemble the 
bits. Not much in instructions 
with the car, but lets face it mo-
tor goes in back, wheels on each 
corner, brakes, gas and clutch, 
not all that difficult for a smart 
young guy. Right! 

Off to the track for some test-

ing. Now anyone who has ever 
driven a formula car of any type 
will tell you that they are light 
and quick. Even a badly set up 
formula car is quick compared to 
the average production track car. 
I was satisfied that the car was 
race worthy and decided to get 
on with the fun of racing. 

Over the first season I found 
that I had to drive my **> off to 
stay competitive. I tried set-
ting the suspension up using 
rudimentary implements but 
still I was struggling with the set 
up. Each time I tried to improve 
it seemed like it got worse. A 
fellow competitor from Edmon-
ton told us that I needed to get a 
proper suspension set up done 

if I wanted to break into the front 
row. So I loaded the car into the 
trailer and headed to Minne-
apolis Minnesota to a race shop 
for help. It is a long drive but in 
less that an hour the set up was 
complete and I was on the road 
for an 8 hour drive home. 

Next race I could not believe 
the difference. The car was so 
easy to drive fast and it was 
instantly competitive. All that 
time I had been beating my head 
against a brick wall and all it 
took was 1 hour of someone 
who new what they were doing. 
Lap times were immediately 3 
seconds a lap better and that 
improved when I realized how 
forgiving the car was at its limit. 

Now fast forward 30 “gulp” 
years later. Here I am enjoying 
track days with the PDC and 
making new friends. My Z06 
weighs 3 times that of my FF but 
thankfully I have not seen the 
same weight gain personally. I 
have 5 times the horsepower and 
torque, but nothing has really 

changed. It still comes down to 
set up. The better the suspen-
sion set up, the better the brakes 
the more comfortable the drive 
is and the faster you go. With the 
camber changed to suit track 
events and the corner balance 
done to within 10 lbs of each 
other the car now feels like it 
has a lot more to offer.   I hope to 
have some better tires for next 
season. Hard to find 19” 335 R 
rated street able tires but they 
are coming. So after all the years 
it’s good to know that you can 
carry forward the experience and 
thrill of the past. 

It truly is a life long hobby.

Jack Price driving his 
Chevrolet Corvette Z06



I THOUGHT I WAS FAST

Acura NSX

Terry Poirier

I Thought I was Fast

‘With the excel-
lent input from 
the instructors 
both in and out 
of the car, even 
down to details 
like tire pres-

sure, my speed 
and consis-

tency improved 
dramatically 

throughout the 
day. ’ 

‘The time that we 
got to spend with 

an instructor 
in the car was 

priceless’

Ride

Author
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My track day with 
PDC at Mission in 
September was 
excellent. 

The day started out with a 
very organized and enthu-
siastic group of individuals. 
Everything from registration, 
to tech inspection was done 
efficiently. The on track experi-
ence was so much fun. I found 
the time that we got to spend 
with an instructor in the car was 
priceless. What a great way to 
learn the braking, turn-in, and 
acceleration points. I am sure 
it would have taken many track 
days to learn so much without 
them. 

At the end of the day I felt 
like a seasoned veteran of the 
track.  I knew it would be a 
very steep learning experience, 
to see how the car handled at 
speed, and what it would be like 
to try to correct some heavy 
handed driving tactics that you 
can’t try anywhere but at the 
race track. 

Right from the first session, I 
was having way too much fun, 
all the while learning more 
and more about the car and it’s 
capability, while my driving abil-
ity and track knowledge were 
progressing at an alarming rate. 
I started the day thinking I was 

going fast, but quickly realized 
that I had lots to learn, and in 
fact I was not going fast at all. 
With the excellent input from 
the instructors both in and out 
of the car, even down to details 
like tire pressure, my speed and 
consistency improved dramati-
cally throughout the day. 

By the end of the day I had a 
whole new level of confidence, 
and the increased speed that 
goes with it. I was asked if I 

would like to be evaluated, in 
an effort to graduate from red 
to yellow. Well thanks to the 
excellent instruction I received 
throughout the day, I can hap-
pily say that I am in the yellow 
group now. I am of course now 
hooked, and will need to keep 
returning to continue improv-
ing my skills, and exploring the 
limits of the NSX. Thanks again 
for a wonderful and fun learning 
experience.

Terry Poirier in his 
Acura NSX



‘My first impres-
sion of the club 

was that you had 
to have some coin 

to play here ’

‘It didn’t matter 
what you drove, 

skill could be ap-
plied to anything’ 

‘It was nothing 
like I’d thought it 

would be’ 

IT’S NOT WHAT I THOUGHT

Infinity G35Ride

Randy KostiukAuthor

It’s Not What I Thought

‘The better your 
skill set, the more 

fun you have’ 

‘Safety is key’ 
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It’s my wife’s fault.  She 
made me do it.  I’ve always 
had the bug.  Ever since 
I took the driver’s course 
at Westwood back in the 

1980s, I’ve had a keen interest in 
cars.  But at that time there were 
few opportunities for someone 
to just go play on the track.  
Eventually the realities of life left 
my dreams in the dust and I lost 
the ability to pursue but never 
my interest.  

I’ve talked about it often 
through the years, my dreams 
in the attic.  Now the kids are 
grown and nothing stood in the 
way, except perhaps my own 
hesitations.  I really wanted 
to get back into cars.  My wife 
convinced me to go out and buy 
a sports car.  There was just 
nowhere for me to play with it.

I took the Sports Car Club of 
BC driver’s course and through 
the group of people there, I 
learned about PDC.  My first 
impression of the club was that 
you had to have some coin to 

play here and I wasn’t sure I was 
going to fit.  High end cars, full 
driving suits ... could I do this?  
It took a bit of time to find the 
confidence but eventually I made 
the call and went out for my first 
event.

It was nothing like I’d thought it 
would be.  There were all kinds 
of cars, from very inexpensive 
beaters to high end performance 
machines.  Ages ranged from 

early 20s to a gentleman in his 
70s.  People had something in 
common, a love of great ma-
chines and driving. That became 
the common ground and you 
could talk to anyone.  It didn’t 
matter what you drove, skill 
could be applied to anything.

White Level is all about the 
basics.  Flags, what they mean 
and what you’re supposed to do 
when someone is waving one in 
your direction, how to take the 
corners, setting up your line, 
the dynamics of the car.  Safety 
is key.  No one wants their baby 

chewing up the grass or kissing 
the wall hello.  While an instruc-
tor does accompany you around 
the track, those few times you’re 
allowed to go on your own are 
enough of a tease to keep you 
going back for more.

Each successive group is re-
finements of the basics ... incThe 
excitement isn’t just confined to 
the track.  I find myself carrying 
PDC cards and handing them out 
to people I meet.  Funny how life 
comes full circle.

Randy Kostiuk with his 
Infinity G35



When you are looking at making 
one of the largest decisions of 
your life, you need someone you 

can trust, someone who has the knowl-
edge and skill to help you choose the 
right strategy.  What makes Invis on the 
Peninsula the best choice for you? 
 
Lending experience: Michael Lloyd and 
Jeff Johnson have been lending since 
1988, Tara since 2002.  We have worked 
on all types of mortgages and have the 
ability to find the best solution every 
time.  You get a highly experienced team 
working on your mortgage.
 
Continuous Education: Michael & Jeff 
are both designated Accredited Mort-
gage Professionals.  The AMP was 
developed by CAAMP or the Canadian 
Association of  Accredited Mortgage 
Professionals (www.caamp.org) as part 
of an ongoing commitment to increasing 
the level of professionalism in Canada’s 
mortgage industry through the develop-
ment of educational and ethical stan-

dards.  Yearly educational credits are 
required to keep the designation.  We 
are all members of both CAAMP and the 
Mortgage Brokers Association of BC. 
(www.mba.bc.ca).
 
Technological Innovations:  We have 
state of the art websites with fully secure 
online applications, as well as an elec-
tronic database used to keep our clients 
informed of changes in the mortgage 
market.  We are always looking for ways 
to improve our ability to keep our clients 
informed.
 
The Invis Advantage: We work with the 
largest independent mortgage broker-
age house in Canada because they offer 
us the best support for our clients.  
Through their research department 
that is always keeping us up to date on 
changes in the mortgage markets, to 
marketing and technology coordination, 
Invis helps us to bring the best to our 
clients.  Invis also completes over $6 
billion in mortgages per year, more than 

any other brokerage, so the lenders want 
to keep us happy and offer us their best 
programs and pricing to do that.  As one 
of the top teams for volume in Western 
Canada for Invis, that means more of our 
clients receive exclusive mortgage prod-
ucts and get approved for what they want 
than if they had gone to another broker.
 
Client Satisfaction:  Over 80% of our 
clients are referred by someone who 
worked with us previously.  We strive 
to keep this number and improve it, it 
is the ultimate compliment to us, as it 
means you trusted us enough to refer 
your friends and family for their mort-
gages.  We survey all of our clients to 
ensure they are happy with our service 
and always look for ways to improve our 
service.
 
When you sit down to decide who is go-
ing to best serve you in this momentous 
decision, we feel strongly that Invis on 
the Peninsula has the best combination 
to help you make the right one. 

WHY WORK WITH INVIS ON THE PENINSULA?



‘Speed is just a 
natural progression 

from control’

AN EPIC EXPERIENCE

Audi TTRide

Jonathan WongAuthor

An Epic Experience

‘I was smiling so 
hard that it started 

to hurt!’ 

‘Being able to push 
the car to the limit 

and feeling the 
g-force push your 

stomach to the door 
was really another 

experience’

Impressions
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In order for you to truly 
appreciate the level of 
adrenaline surged by driv-
ing around a track, you 
will really have to try it for 

yourself. Nonetheless, I will try 
to provide you with some insight. 
I have been involved with many 
extreme sports: downhill biking, 
big mountain skiing and surfing. 
All these activities along with 
driving provided me with excite-
ment from the feeling of speed, 
but I never really thought about 
the other side of the equation, 
which is: CONTROL.

The Driver Education day oc-
curred on a rainy Monday, but 
no rain could dampen the spirit 
of the nearly 70 drivers who 
showed up bright and early at 
Mission. The day kicked off with 
a lot of hand shaking, as I met 
many PDC enthusiasts. We chat-
ted about cars and helped each 
other setup our camps. After 
setting up, the PDC tech team 
directed cars to the pre-grid 
for safety inspection. I am very 
impressed by the emphasis on 
safety for all participants. A driv-
er’s meeting soon followed and 
we gathered under the main tent. 
The rain was still pouring, but 
the overpowering sense of ex-
citement caused you to not even 
care about getting wet. We were 
all briefed with the sequence of 
the day: Classroom time for new 
drivers, lapping with an instruc-
tor, lunch, free lapping time and 

driver assessment. 
I have just graduated from 

university and the thought of 
sitting in another classroom 
was grueling, but for the first 
time, class was actually really 
interesting! The Proformance 
Chief Instructor explained to the 
class many concepts: balance, 
cornering, braking, downshift-
ing and picking lines. He never 
really talked about driving fast, 
and that is when I realized that 
speed is just a natural progres-
sion from control. This was a life 
changing concept in my mind, as 
I have worked really hard all my 
life to go fast, but I never really 
focused on being in control! After 

the classroom session, we had 
a chance to head out onto the 
track. 

The track was wet, but the 
combination of the theory 
learnt in the classroom and the 
experienced instructor provided 
me with an opportunity to drive 
around the track at a decent 
pace without spinning out. The 
best lines to take were shown to 
me, it was great to see how the 
information from the classroom 
was transformed into action. I 
worked really hard on remem-
bering the track, visualizing the 
lines I will be executing during 
the next sessions. After a few 
laps around the track, I was feel-
ing more confident and more in 
control. 

I always thought the feeling 
of speed was exhilarating, but 
being able to push the car to the 
limit and feeling the g-force push 
your stomach to the door was re-
ally another experience. In order 
to create that feeling, I had to 
be in full control of the car. As I 
learned how to better control the 

car, picking the best lines, I found 
my speed increasing without 
consciously trying to do so. Ac-
celerating out of the corners and 
into the straights gave me such 
a rush. There were also times 
where I took the wrong lines or 
lost concentration and I would 
feel frustrated, but the best part 
is that there is another corner 
ahead for me to redeem myself! 

Towards the end of the day, the 
rain stopped and the track dried. 
My grin was getting wider and 
wider! After the last session, 
there was a feeling of emptiness 
knowing that it’s over, but the 
feeling of satisfaction over com-
pensates that emptiness. I was 
smiling so hard that it started to 
hurt! PDC Driver Education was 
really an epic experience and my 
adrenaline is still pumping the 
day after. 

Jonathan Wong 
in  his Audi TT



SOLD!

Porsche BoxsterRide

Kai WangAuthor

‘I assumed it 
was an advanced 
driver improve-
ment program.  
However, it was 
actually a high 
performance 

driver education 
program, and I 
was hooked!’ 

‘I know you love 
the car, but she 

should be driven’

Sold!

Impressions
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I hit print. I had collected 
all the available knowl-
edge I could print off the 
Internet – 1250 pages of 
information on the Porsche 

Boxster. One would think this 
was preparation enough, but I 
had not yet sat in, started up or 
driven my own Porsche. I was 
not prepared to own a car built 
by the company my cousin had 
convinced me 25 years ago was 
the best in the world.  

Arriving at 3rd and Pine, I im-
mediately searched for my car.  
The “sold” sign on it might as 
well have read “wilkomen.”  I 
thought that she looked newer 
and shinier than all the other 
new cars on the lot.  The paint 
was immaculate, the blue 
canvas top was pristine and 
the leather seats had just the 
right amount of sheen.  I as-
sured myself that I would keep 
my Boxster looking this way 
forever.  However, at the time, 
I was working in Victoria, and 
even before feeling the grumble 

that vibrated through the seats, 
I started to worry about the 
crowded ferry lanes.  

Over the next couple of years, 
I would only drive the car in 
the summer months, enjoying 
the topless cruises.  I would 
polish and wax her twice a year, 
as suggested in my numer-
ous Internet print offs.  During 
the winter, I stored her under 

a factory car cover with the 
battery maintainer charging as 
she rested.  I would spend any 
spare moment reading posts 
from other Boxster owners on 
Porsche Pete’s Boxster Board 
(www.ppbb.com).  Oddly, I began 
to feel that I was becoming 
obsessed with keeping the car 
factory new.  My wife said to me, 
“I know you love the car, but she 
should be driven.”

Early one spring morning, I 
met up with the Porsche Club 
at the Caulfeild Starbucks in 
West Vancouver, prepared for 
their monthly group drive up 
to Squamish.  However, I soon 
realized that on these spirited 
drives I was uncomfortable 
with not being in full control.  It 
made me nervous. The Boxster 

deserved a better handler.  I 
quickly signed up for a driver’s 
education event intending to 
learn the capabilities of my new 
car in order not to destroy what 
I had not yet learnt how to ap-
preciate.  

The first time I drove through 
the gates of Mission Raceway 
Park, I assumed it was an 
advanced driver improvement 
program.  However, it was actu-

Kai Wang
PDC Event Co-Registrar

Kai Wang 
taking delivery of 

his new Boxster



PDC has been 
very fulfilling and 

I appreciate all 
the time and effort 
that all the volun-
teers and partici-

pants donate

Sold!

to the club, it meant more time 
talking about track driving and 
cars in general with other mem-
bers of the club.   

This past summer I got togeth-
er with a few club members and 
spent a couple of weekends in 
the Okanagan wine country.  The 
backcountry roads were incred-
ible as are the friendships and 
memories that I made.  Without 
the skills gained from the driver 
education events, I would not 
have been able to enjoy those 
roads and drive them safely.  

This year is my fourth sea-
son attending track events.  

‘PDC events have 
given me a great-
er appreciation for 

my car’

We see some 
amazing cars at 
PDC events, but 

PDC has also 
brought great 

people together
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ally a high performance driver 
education program, and I was 
hooked! Instead of approach-
ing driver education events with 
the objective of learning about 
my car, I became attached to 
the sport.  I was addicted to 
the excitement at the end of a 
session and I was impatient to 
get back onto the track.  I didn’t 
even know there was such a 
sport before the first event.  I 
was sold. Again. 

The two annual events or-
ganized by the Porsche Club 
became too infrequent for me.  
From another Boxster driver, 
I learnt about Performance 
Drivers Club. Soon enough, the 
Boxster was being driven more 
than 5000 kilometres a year.  I 

was attending all PDC events 
held at Mission plus trips to 
Kent, Washington to drive at 
Pacific Raceways.  

PDC events have given me 
a greater appreciation for my 
car.  Yes, I still aim to keep the 
Boxster looking new.  Winning 
a concours competition was 
an usual quiet thrill.  But the 
Boxster is also fantastic on 
the track and my passion for 
Porsche and my desire to care 
for my car have led me to a new 
hobby and allowed me to make 
new friends.  I have met some 
really wonderful people through 
PDC.  In the Porsche communi-
ty, there’s a popular phrase, “It’s 
not just the cars.  It’s the peo-
ple.”  I think it applies to PDC 
as well.  We see some amazing 
cars at PDC events, but PDC has 
also brought great people to-
gether.  More than track events, 
PDC is a great club.  When the 
opportunity came to volunteer 
for the PDC, I eagerly accepted 
because besides contributing 

My enthusiasm hasn’t waned.  
What gets me through the cold 
Vancouver winter is thinking 
about track driving.  Hopefully, 
next year I will have the oppor-
tunity to drive in Portland and 
Spokane.  During last winter, I 
ordered a Brey-Krause camera 
mount for this season.  The pur-
pose was to record the events 
that I attended and watch it 
during the winter months while 
I drink the wine purchased from 
the memorable Okanagan trips.

However, I’m not giving up 
on the carnauba wax and the 
leather conditioners.  In fact, I’m 
trying out a new random orbital 
and a new polish and wax to get 
rid of the evidence of track and 
back road driving.  I will attempt 
to win another concours event, 
but at the same time I will also 
add a few more track events 
to my schedule each year.  The 
PDC has been very fulfilling and 
I appreciate all the time and 
effort that all the volunteers 
and participants donate.  This 
is what my Porsche was meant 
to do: look good and drive even 
better.  When I was six I saw 
my first picture of a Porsche: a 
red 911.  I never imagined then 
that there could be anything 
better than one day owning my 
own Porsche. Then, I drove my 
Boxster around a track.

Kai Wang driving 
his Porsche Boxster 

around the track



I ACTUALLY WON!

Lotus EliseRide

Marlon PengAuthor

‘Seriously, the tips 
from the instruc-

tors are very valu-
able. Absorb as 
much advice you 

can get’ 

I Actually Won!

‘The cars were 
first class’

Impressions
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It was Monday, waiting 
patiently for Friday’s Track 
day event held by PDC. The 
weather forecast says it will 
rain all week. I wasn’t too 

happy. Thursday came with sun 
shining down till the long week-
end. Now I was all pumped up for 
the track day. 

Friday morning, I woke up at 
5:00am and drove off without 
knowing how to get to Mission. 
Got a little lost but still arrive an 
hour and a half later. As I arrived 
at the track,

a long line of cars was already 
waiting at the gate of Mission 
Raceway. The cars were first 

class, two Carrera GTs, Lotus 
Elise, few dozens Porsche Turbos 
and coupes, Nissan Skyline, RX7, 
Turbocharged Type R, C6 Z06, 
Turbocharged Miata, Subaru Sti, 
NSX, Volvo Wagon, and more. I 
thought to myself. This club is full 
of “ballers”! This is actually my 
first event running with PDC. 

At the paddock, I parked and 
cleaned everything out of the car 
and headed to tech. Tech Inspec-
tion was the most organized 
choreography I have ever seen. 
I was made sure I fill out my 
information and then go through 
a chain of tech. First was the 
exterior such as sticker num-
bers, windows, and body. Second 
the Interior such as SA Helmet, 
gloves, Seat belts, and last of all 
was the tire and wheels. They 
even torqued the wheels for you. 
This club is organized! Happy with 
my teched car with the yoko 048 
on. I parked my car and waited for 
driver’s meeting.

First Session
I was paired up with a Peter 
Anderson Ford Mustang Cobra 
driver. He led the first heat with 
the instructor Took my warm 
up lap and started to put 5/10 to 
warm up everything. Forgot how 
the car felt at the track. The last 
time I was at Mission was about 3 
month ago. In the morning runs 
the weather was still cold. My 
tires only went up 2 psi after 15 
minutes of lapping. I have left the 
ohlin coilover adjustments to my 
autocross settings, I didn’t bother 
changing it. I wanted to see how 
the setup will react on track. 
The rear end is controllable with 
throttle. It actually felt very neu-
tral, stable, and planted through 
out the course. Not only the 
Ohlins but the front /rear spoiler 
and diffuser help high speed 
stability. Definitely the Yokohama 
048 shined on the track. Brakes 
were stock and it held up its job 
with very little brake fade. Our car 

pitted for instructor exchange. 
Blake hopped into my car to do 
the second half of the session. 
With confidence I started to pick 
up speed. Wide open throttle till 
end of turn 1 then hard brakes 
blip the throttle heal and toe shift 
down two gears from fourth to 
third, from third to second and 
a tad of trail braking. I felt good. 
But of course there is always 
something that I can improve on. 
Immediately Blake said my hands 
should be at 9 and 3. That’s right 
I forgot this is track day and not 
autocross. I must admit I like to 
move my hands around the steer-
ing wheel to position my hands 
always around 9 and 3 positions. 
My hands now are at 9 and 3 
picking up speed again. Ease the 
brake pedal off and ease into the 
throttle says Blake. Your right. 
My mind set was still at last week 
autocross event. After changing 
my hand position and braking 
pressure I felt the car be more 
drivable. Thanks Blake. 

Second Session
This session was fun! Not only 
we were allowed to pass Zone A 
between corners 2 and 3, I had 
no instructors in the car. Now 
I can make all the mistakes I 
wanted. Seriously, the tips from 
the instructors are very valuable. 
Absorb as much advice you can 
get. Our team was the last to go 
on track I had the lead. I took my 

Marlon Peng 
setting up a pass



Finally I won 
something

I Actually Won!

quiz and this quiz is 100% of the 
mark. What if I fail? But now at 
this time, I have already learned 
where to position my hands, ease 
on the brakes, and shift smoothly. 
I’m sure if I did all of that I would 
be able to pass. I have also asked 
other green group driver’s for ad-
vice. Consistency, Correct driving 
lines, Flags, Passing the correct 
way, and just general smoothness 
is the key and if I did those well, I 
should pass to yellow run group. 
So here I met my instructor Rob 
Macdonald who will be doing my 
check ride. We shook hands and 
off we go! At this time my car has 
started to lose its grip. The tires 
were at about 1/32” at the center 

‘Race on the track 
and keep it off the 

streets!’

This event is one of 
the most organized 
events I have gone 
to. The club is filled 

with people with lots 
of track experience
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time for the warm up lap and let 
the people get really ahead of me. 
After the warm up lap, I started 
to run 8/10. I couldn’t count how 
many cars I passed. I was just 
having too much fun! I really 
like the interaction between two 
cars on the race track. You know 
exactly what the person is going 
to do. You know when the car is 
going to brake. You know when 
the car is going to turn. You can 
not tell this on the streets. Race 
on the track and keep it off the 
streets! 

Third Session
Melissa was my instructor this 
time. I asked her how to upgrade 
my run group from red to yellow. 
There are 4 groups from white, 
red, yellow to green. She briefly 
described what to do. But in our 

session she will take a look at 
how I drove. So ok I said and off 
we go. After running two ses-
sions already I was quite familiar 
with the course. My hands were 
at 9 and 3 at all times. My foot 
applied smooth pressure on the 
brakes and throttle. Most of my 
early track days had come back 
to me. How the line should be and 
what speed I should be carrying. 
I must have driven around 6-7 
laps. All silence. I was thinking 
to myself, I must be doing really 
well? How come no comments? 
This must be a good sign. Melissa 
told me to pull the car over and 
she will talk to someone for me 
to be upgraded. But later found 
out I wasn’t shifting as smoothly. I 
knew it there is always something 
I can improve on. Ok smoother 
shifting.

Last Session
This session is my check ride to 
upgrade to yellow run group. To 
be honest, I was nervous to be 
tested so quickly. It’s like a pop 

rear tire section. The brakes 
have also begun to travel more. 
But none of this is an excuse I 
still needed to run my laps with 
correct lines. I told Rob that I was 
actually quite nervous. I felt like 
in high school all over again. Rob 
replied with kind words. Relax 
just have fun and don’t worry 
about the results. I tried! Rob 
gave me some advice and I also 
felt I made the same mistakes. 
It is exactly what I felt also. My 
corner 2 turn in is a bit early and 
my corner 3 the steering wheel 
should unwind more quickly. I 
was about to try these tips but 
time ran out of time. That’s it for 
the day. No I didn’t fail. I passed 
Rob told me. I felt very satisfied 
for what I have accomplished. I 
came back to park my car and 
celebrated with a bottle of water.

This event is one of the most 
organized events I have gone to. 
The club is filled with people with 
lots of track experience. I defi-
nitely could improve my driving if 
I attended more events through 
PDC and Proformance. I would 
like to thank all the volunteers for 
the tech crew, track stations, and 
the organizers. A job well done! 
At the end of the event there was 
a raffle draw. I’ve gone to many 
raffle draws before. Not once 
have I ever won anything. I might 
as well throw my ticket away. You 
know what. A day of lapping is al-
ready Sweet. A day of lapping and 
you won a 1 day event voucher is 
like swallowing 10 sugar cubes 
all at once with syrup on top. 
WOW!! I couldn’t speak! Finally I 
won something. Guess I’m com-
ing to the next event. Waiting 
patiently again. 

Marlon Peng driving 
his Lotus Elise



Scott Johnson Cre-
ative is a graphic 
design company 
servicing the Lower 
Mainland. We pro-

vide web site development and 
maintenance, as well as graph-
ic design for both the web and 
print applications. As a value 
added service we also provide 
simplified marketing solutions 
for our clients.
Our specialty is in servicing 

small to medium size busi-

nesses that are looking to 
grow and build their brand. By 
providing attractive graphics 
for everything from business 
cards and brochures to email 
newsletters and web sites, we 
help our clients rise above and 
stand out from the competition.
We know what it takes to de-

sign and develop an attractive 
brand. We have been develop-
ing web and print solutions for 
8 years. In this time we have 
learned that is not always the 

biggest and most expensive 
projects that get results, rather 
the ones that are clear and rel-
evant to the product or service 
being showcased.
Visit our growing online proj-

ect portfolio at www.scottjohn-
son.ca to see samples from our 
current and past clients.
If you have a question about 

how we can help you realize 
your marketing goals please 
contact us for more informa-
tion at 604-790-4865.



EVOLUTION OF MY WHEELS

Mazdaspeed MX-5Ride

Kevin MlazgarAuthor

Evolution of my Wheels

‘Something I could 
never safely learn 

on the street’ 

‘All my worries of 
“risking” my car 
at the track were 

unfounded’

Impressions
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A number of different 
vehicles have served 
me well over the 
years.  Some were 
definitely a lot more 

fun to drive than others.  But my 
Mazdaspeed MX-5 is the only 
one that drove me to sign up at a 
High-Performance Driver Educa-
tion (HDPE) event.

My first car was an early 80’s 
British racing green Mercury 
Lynx.  About the only thing racy 
about that car was the color.  At 
well under 100hp it had trouble 
getting up big hills and was the 
furthest thing from fast, though 
it was a tough little car.  When 
driving on gravel roads it had a 
disturbing tendency to over steer 
with the slightest touch of the 
wheel.  I once drifted around a 
blind curve on a deserted gravel 
road…right into a ditch.  After a 
40 minute walk into town I con-
vinced my brother and his friend 
to drive out and pull me out of 
the ditch.  Did I mention that I’m 
from Alberta?

After fixing the Lynx I decided 
it was time to upgrade to a nice 
blue 1983 Toyota Celica coupe.  
This was a significant upgrade 
on the surface but it burned oil 
like crazy.  After having some 
engine work done it turned out 
to be a good little car. The Celica 
was rear-ended and totaled a few 
years later leaving me to search 
for yet another car.  This time it 
was a 1991 metallic blue Pontiac 
Sunbird.  For the next seven 
years I drove that car without a 
single issue.  The suspension 
was horrible and it didn’t exactly 
inspire confidence on the road 
but it got the job done.

The Sunbird came with me 
when I moved to Vancouver.  
Later that same year it met its 
end when a Volvo 240 turned left 
across my path at an intersec-
tion.  The Sunbird was totaled 
and I think the Volvo might have 
had a scratch on its bumper.

Next was a very nice little red 
Mazda MX-3 Precidia.  This was 
my first real sporty car that was 
fun to drive.  Though I don’t 
suppose the one hundred pound 
subwoofer box in the trunk 
helped the handling.

A couple years later I decided to 
upgrade to a white 2003 Subaru 
WRX.  Luckily the MX-3 had 
survived the years unscathed 
and was sold privately, with the 
proceeds going towards new 
wheels for the WRX.  New steer-
ing bushings, lowering springs, 

and a stiffer rear sway bar were 
also added and made a huge dif-
ference in the handling.

It was around this time that a 
co-worker took his BMW out to a 
HPDE event at Portland Interna-
tional Raceway.  Afterwards he 
was hooked and kept telling me 
I should give it a try.  The WRX 
would have been fun at the track 
but Portland seemed so far away 
and I wasn’t that interested in 
“risking” my car at the track.

It was a year or so later that 
I saw a sleek red Mazdaspeed 
MX-5 sitting on a dealer’s lot.  
That same day I traded in my 
WRX and haven’t regretted it 
for a moment.  With the WRX I 
did a few performance modifi-
cations but never anything too 
serious.  With the miata I never 
seem to run out of mods.  Earlier 
this year I had a roll bar, full 
turbo-back exhaust, free-flowing 
intake, larger intercooler, along 
with wider yet lighter wheels and 
tires.  At that point I mentioned 
to my friends that I thought I was 
running out of things to do to 
the car.  Now I have new brakes 

sitting in the living room waiting 
to be installed and a custom ride 
height adjustable and re-valved 
suspension on order.  The nimble 
little turbo miata is light, quick, 
and inspires confidence.  And 
it finally led me to succumb to 
my co-worker’s good-natured 
pestering and sign up for a PDC 
HPDE event held last fall in Mis-
sion.  And since then I haven’t 
missed a single event.

All my worries of “risking” my 
car at the track were unfounded.  
Respect for other drivers on the 
track is stressed.  No unsolicited 
passing is permitted.  Each of 
the various instructors provides 
a unique viewpoint on how to ap-
proach different corners and all 
stress how important it is to drive 
smoothly.  I now have a much 
better understanding of my car’s 
capabilities.  Something I could 
never safely learn on the street.

Kevin Mlazgar in his 
Mazdaspeed MX-5



CRAZY FOR TRACK DAYS

Porsche 911 GT3Ride

Edwin LeeAuthor

‘Since I had the 
PDC website 

bookmarked for 
some time I would 

browse the site 
every so often to 
view all the great 
pictures of mem-

bers enjoying 
track days’ 

Crazy for Track Days
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My wife, Tania, 
and I have been 
PDC members 
since 2006 but 
somehow feel 

much longer. I guess the reason 
is because since joining the 
club I have been to almost all 
the events posted on the PDC 
website and Tania has made it 
to almost all the local events. I 
am very fortunate to be married 
to Tania because she has always 
given me encouragement and we 
have always been able to enjoy 
similar hobbies and interests. 
From the first time we met she 
knew I was a car nut as I was 
always very enthusiastic about 
driving and had been on the 
track several times. Over the 
years some of that enthusiasm 
has rubbed off on her. So in 
2003 I asked Tania if she would 
like to take a driving course she 
immediately replied yes. I guess 
after years of listening to me 
rant about track driving, she had 
to experience it for herself.

I made arrangements for us to 
attend the Jim Russell Racing 
School at Mt. Tremblant. Well 
it wasn’t your average driver’s 

education course but nonethe-
less it was a driving course. 
While I had a great time in the 
single seater Formula Dodge 
Tania struggled throughout the 
course because she didn’t have 
any prior advance driver’s train-
ing. At the time I knew it would 
be a great deal of information 
for Tania to comprehend but 
given our last minute decision to 
enroll in the program it was the 
only one available to us. One of 
the factors that made it difficult 
for Tania was not being able to 

have an instructor sitting next to 
her, talking her through turn by 
turn. Even though she struggled 
with the formula car she did gain 
more confidence driving and she 
still managed to enjoy herself 
tremendously.

After Mt. Tremblant I was itch-
ing to get back onto the track 
but felt I didn’t have the right car 
for the job. I would occasionally 
surf the Internet to see what was 
in the marketplace. Since I had 
the PDC website bookmarked 
for some time I would browse 
the site every so often to view all 
the great pictures of members 
enjoying track days. Seeing the 
variety of cars out on track made 
me even more eager to find the 
right car. I’ve always been a 
Porschephile so one night while 
surfing the site I decided to click 
into the MCL website to see what 
pre-owned cars the Porsche 
Centre had in stock. To my 
amazement, one of my dream 
cars was sitting there waiting 
for me so I called the salesman 

the next day to arrange for a test 
drive. That evening when I got 
home I immediately joined PDC 
and registered for an upcom-
ing Mission event. Needless to 
say, one week later the car was 
sitting in my garage. Knowing 
that I had purchased an awe-
some piece of machinery I would 
now have to learn how to drive it 
properly.

I remember my first PDC out-

Tania Lee at Jim Russel 
Racing School

Edwin & Tania celebrate 
their anniversary at Mission



‘Since we spend 
more time com-

muting in our cars 
it is a wise invest-
ment to improve 

our skills because 
you never know 

what’s around the 
corner’

Crazy for Track Days

much better driver on the public 
roads due to her increased 
awareness of the environment 
around her and has been able to 
cope much better with adverse 
road conditions.

We are elated that we were 
able to join PDC and enjoy track 
days together. Track days are 
always a fun outing, even when it 
rains. It is a good opportunity to 
catch up with friends we haven’t 
seen for awhile as well as meet 
new friends coming out for their 
first time. We have become so 
enthusiastic about track days 
that we recently spent our wed-
ding anniversary at one event 
where we both enjoyed our-
selves, as usual. One of the nice 
things is we both want to be be-
come better drivers, which gives 
us the impetus to encourage 
each other. We feel that attend-
ing track days is the only way we 

‘I was so happy 
I finally found a 
club that shared 
in my passion for 
driving safely on 

the track’
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ing, after my first session I came 
out of my car grinning from ear 
to ear. I was so happy I finally 
found a club that shared in my 
passion for driving safely on the 
track. I still remember driving 
home that afternoon with a big 
grin still on my face while cars 
and trucks were passing me on 
Highway One. When I got home 
that evening I told Tania about 
my day. She was quite captivated 
and the next thing I knew she 
was asking me when the next 

event was so she could attend. 
She had obviously remembered 
the excitement at Mt. Tremblant. 
When the time came for Tania’s 
first event at Mission we were 
very excited and looked forward 
to spending the day together. 
Just like me, she got out of the 
car after her first session with a 
big grin on her face, which lasted 
for almost the entire day. That’s 
when I knew she was hooked. 
By the end of the day, Tania was 
more comfortable on the track 
because she was able to have an 
instructor sit next to her giving 
her the instructions she needed. 
She also enjoyed the fact that 
she could drive at her own pace 
and didn’t feel intimidated. Dur-
ing the past two seasons Tania 
has been able to improve on her 
driving skills as well as learn 
more about her car’s capa-
bilities. She has also become a 

are able to improve because it 
enables us to explore the limits 
of our cars and our driving abili-
ties in a safe environment. I also 
think that since we spend more 
time commuting in our cars it is 
a wise investment to improve our 
skills because you never know 
what’s around the corner.

Edwin Lee driving 
his Porsche 911 GT3 

around the track



‘I’m not invincible 
& knew I needed 

to get some 
training’

‘I’ve never had so 
much fun in my 

life’ 

I’M NOT INVINCIBLE

Porsche Boxster SRide

Jeff CorlettAuthor

I’m Not Invincible

‘I equate a track 
day to skydiving 
from 12,500 feet’ 

Impressions
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I have always wanted to 
have a Porsche. In 2004 I 
purchase a 2000 Porsche 
Boxter & began to explore 
the twisty routes through 

the Kootneys. During that first 
year I put on about 20,000kms 
& feeling pretty confident in my 
driving abilities. My gal & I took a 
trip down to California for three 
weeks & found some very fun 
twisty bits along the coast. In 
particular where the #1 splits off 
the #101 at Leggit in northern 
California. 26 miles of brand new 
pavement with heaps of switch 
backs. I had a big grin on my 
face by the time we reached the 
ocean, my gal on the other hand 
was a bit green around the gills. I 
wanted to turn around & go back 
but was persuaded not to. 

Towards the end of the driving 
season of 2004, I hooked up with 
a friend who had just purchased 
a 2002 Boxter S after a road trip 
to Whistler in my car. We met in 
Lumby on highway 6 to drive to 
needles ferry. (I had been on that 
road several times during the 
summer, love it). I was feeling 
pretty invincible as my car stuck 
like glue through every corner 
I could throw at it. Well to my 
surprise as I came up to the first 
sharp corner, which is a down 
hill right hander, my back end 
broke loose and I made the fatal 

error of letting off the throttle. I 
had a rock cliff face to my right 
with a concrete median to my left 
& just so happened to have a car 
coming towards me. My ass end 
kept going & all I saw was cliff, 
concrete, cliff again then man-
aged to get the front end of the 
car to swing back which prompt-
ly climbed the concrete median. 
Me & the car went right to the 
top on the three foot median. I 
managed to blow my front left 
tire & rim. Somehow the car go-
ing the other way got past me. I 
didn’t even see it go by. My buddy 
stopped behind me looking about 

as white faced as me. Suffice to 
say I’m not invincible & knew I 
needed to get some training to 
know what went wrong & how to 
prevent it in the future.

Over the winter I searched 
on-line for driving courses & 
found Performance Drivers Club. 
I booked in for a track day in the 
spring. What an eye opener. I’ve 
never had so much fun in my life. 
I never knew my car could do 
what it does on the track. I really 
like the steep learning curve. I 
equate a track day to skydiving 
from 12,500 feet. The only thing 
different is a free fall from 12,500 
feet lasts about 70 seconds & 
one track session lasts 25min-
utes. Then the good part is, I 
have three more sessions before 
the day is over. If I could do 100 
minutes of free fall in one day, I 
would be a pretty good sky diver.

I found as I moved through the 
skill levels at PDC, I wanted a bit 
more performance so I upgraded 
to a 2005 Boxter S in the spring 
of 2007. Night & day difference 
between the two cars. I still 
managed to cook my brakes on 
the third session of the day so I 
have picked up some stainless 
brake lines & high performance 
brake fluid. My next issue is 
traction. I will be getting some 
Yokohama Advan DOT approved 
R compound tires. I look forward 
to this next season & laying a bit 
of rubber down on the Mission 
track. Happy Driving.

Jeff Corlett with his 
Porsche Boxster S
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The first Broadway Cam-
era store was opened 25 
years ago in 1982.  During 
the last twenty-five years, 
Broadway Camera has 

built a reputation of being a profes-
sional photo specialty store, with 
amazing prices and services within 
British Columbia.  We carry a full 
line of professional cameras, lenses 
and accessories which includes 
major brands like – Canon, Nikon, 
Olympus, Pentax, Leica, Panasonic, 
Sony, and Fuji.  We’ll have what you 
need with a full range of accessories 
from batteries, adapter lens, spe-
cial tripods, camera bags to special 
filters that regular stores may not 
offer.  
  
Broadway Camera also serves as a 
pioneer in many areas of photogra-

phy. For instance, we were the only 
store that stock up the first auto 
focus camera body from Minolta 
in 1986 and customers could only 
purchase from us because there was 
no inventory around town.  We were 
also the first camera store that set 
up a full display for digital cameras 
when they were first introduced.  
Customers were able to try the cam-
eras, hook up to our computers and 
see the results instantly at the store. 

Four years ago, we opened our Rich-
mond store and started to carry flat 
screen TV’s and other audio/video 
equipment.  Lately, we were the first 
electronic store that lowered our 
prices to match those in the US and 
made an effort to keep the business 
in Canada.   A lot of customers have 
enjoyed the low prices without hav-

ing to cross the border.

Through our strong sales team, 
Broadway Camera has been suc-
cessful in providing the best service 
for our valued customers.  Some of 
our sales associates are professional 
photographers (portrait/journalism/
wedding).  They are always ready to 
share their experiences and to as-
sist customers in selecting the ideal 
equipment for their needs.

With every effort made in providing 
the best service, offering the best 
price and with the most updated 
stock, Broadway Camera is prob-
ably the best store to shop for your 
photographic and audio/video equip-
ment.

BROADWAY CAMERA, 
KEEPING IT IN CANADA!
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